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The Newsletter 
Welcome to the seventeenth issue of The Button 

Files.  

This newsletter includes significant Warburton 
Website posts left over from issue sixteen, including a 
summary of the evolving DNA story. 

The articles in this Newsletter are as follows: 

• Alan Warburton -  Artist In September 2017 I 
received a letter from Alan Warburton, an artist who 
lives in the Rhondda, with pictures of murals he has 
produced around South Wales over the years, Some 

are shown here. They were held over from 
Newsletter 16 for reasons of space. 

• SM Edward Warburton’s Loser’s Trophy and 
Boxing Gloves. Bruce Warburton sent me photos 
of Sergeant Major Edward Warburton’s Loser’s 
Trophy and Boxing Gloves, and the story behind 
them. 

• Tottington Photos  Some photos of Tottington 
Warburtons sent by Janet Holden, and newly 
connected to the Tottington clan.  

• Canadian Warburtons on Holiday in the UK 
These are photos from a guest book somewhere in 
the UK showing entries from a Canadian family yet 
to be identified, Sent by Bruce Warburton. 

• A Tilston Clan Photograph  A photo of Richard 
Warburton (1831-1913) of the Tilston clan, with his 
daughters Celia and Margaret, was provided by 
Lorna Bowdon.  

• A Family Photo A photo sent by Susan North of 
her grandmother who is in the Cardiff and Bury 
Family. 

• Does Anyone Know this Gentleman?  The 
Gentleman is mentioned in a cutting from the The 
Connecticut Courant dated Monday, April 27, 1801 
sent by Martin Warburton. 

• New Family Trees, and Updates The 
announcement of the Bury and WA (Western 
Australia), aka Loris clan, and some minor updates.  

• Does anyone Know this Samuel? Pam 
Lofthouse from Australia sent me a photo of her 
great grandfather Samuel who was transported to 
Western Australia in 1863, with a request for 
information on him. 

• Lady Renie Adams nee Warburton Renie was 
one of the first WAAF Radar Instructors at the 
training school at Forres School in Swanage in 
1941. She married John Adams who later became 
the Chief Scientist for Civil Work in the Ministry of 
Technology and subsequently was Director of CERN 
in Geneva. 

• The Origin of the Bloody Mary Cocktail An 
article on the origin of the Bloody Mary had a 
number of possibilities, including one with a 
Warburton theme. 

• Cheshire Group Developments  I produced a 
new Cheshire Group Haplotree, established a 
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Partington Panel at YSEQ, and mused on the 
Cheshire Group story behind the haplotree. 

• New Family Tree DNA Announcements There 
have been some significant announcements in the 
past year which give new possibilities for DNA 
testing. 

• DNA Project: Major Update  I have updated the 
DNA Project page and much of the associated 
documentation to reflect the new announcements. 

• DNA Miscellany This collects relevant bits and 
pieces from various posts over the past year. 

Alan Warburton - Artist 

The above photo of the Miners Murinal on the 
Aberrhondda Road was the second of three murinals 
painted by Alan Warburton in Porth, Rhondda Valley in 
1976-7. It had the distinction of being opened by Prince 
Charles on July 28th 1976. 

A detail from a 100 foot long mural at Porth Railway 
station which won a Prince of Wales award in 1979. It is 
possibly the longest platform painting in railway history. It 
was opened by the Marchioness of Anglesey. 

Back in September (2017) I received a letter from Alan 
who lives in the Rhondda. It included pictures of a 
number of murals he has produced around South Wales 
over the years, together with  newspaper cuttings about 

them. Unfortunately for various reasons the murals no 
longer exist, so the photos represent the sole surviving 
record. 

I have set up a page called Alan Warburton 
Artist under Gallery to show his output. 

In 1982 Alan won an Operation Facelift competition 
sponsored by Cardiff City Council and the South Wales 
Echo. His idea to improve a British Rail water tower was 
to paint giant daffodils on it. In 1984 his idea was put into 
practice. Alas the water tower still exists but the daffodils 
are long gone. 

The Ynyshir school mural at Porth, Rhondda Valley. 

SM Edward Warburton’s Loser’s Trophy 
The following photos of Sergeant Major Edward 

Warburton’s Loser’s Trophy and Boxing Gloves were sent 
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to me by Bruce Warburton of Victoria, British Colombia, a 
member of the Houghton Clan. They concern his father 
Edward and his famous boxing match. I have added them 
to the Warburton Artefacts Page in the Gallery. 

This photo of Edward was from a newspaper cutting. It 
was accompanied by the following text: 

Sergeant Major Edward Warburton, Army, 16th 
Canadian Scottish Regiment, Victoria, BC. Reserve duty 
1927-39, active duty 1939-45. European Theatre: Italy, 
France & Germany. 

He was awarded the 1939-45 Star, Italy Star, France 
Star, Germany Star, Defence Medal, War Medal 1939-45, 
Canadian Volunteer Service Medal & clasp & Canadian 
Efficiency Medal (Long Service). 

Edward was born in Leicester in 1908 and emigrated to 
Victoria along with his family of 10 brothers and sisters 
and their mother and father in 1912. He had joined the 
Canadian Scottish Regiment in 1927 and served in WW II 
in Britain, Italy, Holland and Germany. He was 
demobilised in 1945 and returned to life with his family. 

Bruce said “Many like our father didn’t talk about their 
war years. We don’t know as much as we would like 
about his service in Britain and Europe or as much as we 
should know to tell his grandchildren. There is one story 
in particular that was told many times over the years and 
happened just before the war. The Royal Navy was in 
Victoria and a variety of sporting events were arranged 
with the visiting sailors. Our farther was nominated for the 
boxing as he had done a little bit of this sport in his earlier 
years. Talk about taking one for the team; his opponent 
was Chief Petty Officer Cox, the Royal Navy Champion in 
his weight class. The results were predictable needless to 

say. Cox won, our father was a bit battered and the 
trophy was on our mantle piece for years. The inscription 
which reads: “Sergeant Major Edward Warburton – Best 
Loser”. Loser was for the event, not the participant but it 
speaks of the character of our father; a great dad, a good 
husband and provider for his family and who served his 
county honourably.” 

Edward’s trophy and his boxing gloves. Both the trophy 
and the gloves have now been donated to the Canadian 
Scottish Museum by his three sons. 

Tottington Photos 
I was recently sent the following photos by Janet 

Holden. They are of her grandparents, mother and aunt 
who belonged to the Tottington clan. However they 
weren’t yet included in the clan so I have updated the 
clan as well as adding the photos to the Miscellaneous 
Photos page of the Gallery. 

Samuel is from the Tottington clan. He was born at 
Smith Fold, Affetside. He married Jane Ann Smith at St 
Anne, Tottington in 1910 and had two daughters, Ethel (b 
1910) and Lena (b 1912). Ethel was the mother of Janet 
Holden who sent the photographs. 
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Samuel Warburton 1873-1939 

Lena and Ethel Warburton in Tottington about 1917. 

Tottington St. Anne School. 

The photo of pupils of St Anne school was taken 
around 1916. 

Lena married twice and lived to 101 years. She married 
Sam Groome at St Ann, Tottington in 1948, and died in 
1974. 

Ethel, Lena and Jane Ann Warburton in Tottington 

about 1940 

Jane Ann was born in 1880 the daughter of William and 
Tabitha Smith of Taylors Farm, Holcombe Old Road, 
Holcombe. She died in 1966, aged 86. 

She is shown with daughters Ethel and Lena. Husband 
Samuel died in 1939. 

Canadian Warburtons on Holiday in UK 
Bruce Warburton of Victoria, BC sent me the following 

photos of entries in a guest book somewhere in the UK. 
His daughter was sent them by a friend who found them.  
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They are not Bruce’s relatives (members of the 
Houghton clan), and they don’t appear in any of my 
documented clans. 

As all the entries have the same date, October 26th 
1935, I would surmise this is a family of two parents and 
five children from Oakville, near Toronto enjoying a trip to 
the old country. 

Does anyone know them? It would be nice to connect 
them to a larger clan. 

A Tilston Clan Photograph 

This photo of Richard Warburton (1831-1913) of the 
Tilston clan, with his daughters Celia and Margaret, was 
provided by Lorna Bowdon, Margaret’s great great 
granddaughter. Margaret married a Danish Sea Captain 
named Rasmus Madsen. 
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It has been added to the Miscellaneous 

Photos section of the Gallery, and a note has been 
added to the Tilston Clan tree. 

A Family Photo 
Susan North sent me the following photo with a request 

for information. I dug around and put the results on the 
Miscellaneous Photos section of the Gallery. 

The photo shows Susan’s paternal grandmother Emily 
Ryder nee Warburton b 1878, together with her eldest 
son Harry and and two others, yet to be identified. 

Emily was born in Bury, one of 9 children of George 
Thomas (Thomas) Warburton and Dorothy nee Haslem of 
the Cardiff and Bury family. I believe this makes her the 
great great aunt of Sam Warburton the ext-Wales rugby 
captain. 

She married Susan’s grandfather Richard/Harry Ryder 
around 1916. 

Does Anyone Know this Gentleman? 
Martin Warburton sent me the following cutting from the 

The Connecticut Courant dated Monday, April 27, 1801. 

John Warburton is a Machine Builder and Cotton 
Manufacturer from Manchester, England who had 
established an extensive Cotton Manufactory at North-
Bolton, near Hartford, Connecticut to produce Knitting 
Cotton that no other manufacturer can furnish at better 
quality, or lower price. 

I am familiar with a couple of families that emigrated to 
Massachusetts, and one even set up a factory. But this is 
an earlier emigration, and I’m not familiar with any 

families in Connecticut. Quite possibly John didn’t have 
children, or the line died out later. 

If anyone does have anymore information of John I 
would like to hear it. 

New Family Trees, and Updates 
I have added a new family tree called the Loris Family, 

also referred to as Bury and WA (Western Australia). As a 
convention I call trees with 50 plus Warburtons a Clan, 
and anything smaller a Family. This one is based on input 
from Loris Cooper and is important because it is already 
connected to the Lancashire Group by DNA. 

I also added a brand new clan, the Nottinghamshire 
clan. It is based on a tree provided by Adrian Warburton 
and includes 248 new people, 180 of them Warburtons. 

It originates in 1665, and I had hopes of linking it to the 
West Virginia clan which originates in a similar area. Alas 
no link is obvious, but the clan does have a number of 
possible undeveloped lines, including the descendants of 
two illegitimate sons of a Hannah Warburton born in 
1758. Also as yet it lacks the normal level of detail I like to 
provide from censuses etc. Hopefully it can be expanded 
in the future. 

I have also made small updates to the Poynton Clan, 
based on input from Rex Warburton, who is  taking the 
Y37 DNA test, and to the Bolton (Bakers) Clan based on 
input from Martin Warburton. 

The Ashley and Morley Clan has been moved out of the 
Cheshire Group, as my conjecture that it is connected to 
the Hale Barns clan was not supported by a DNA result. 
In time I may get the chance to triangulate this result to 
see if it applies to most or all of the Ashley and Morley 
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clan, or was introduced by a non-paternal event at some 
point. 

The Combined Index is also updated. 

Does Anyone Know this Samuel? 
I was contacted from Australia by Pam Lofthouse, who 

is searching for information on her great grandfather 
Samuel, who is pictured below. She also sent the 
following request for information: 

Samuel Warburton (1821? – 1904) 
Does anyone know of a Samuel Warburton who left 

Manchester in dubious circumstances in 1857?  After 
several convictions for larceny in Manchester (1853, 
1854, 1855) he was convicted at the Manchester Quarter 
Sessions in 1857 of a felony, and was sentenced to 6 
years of penal servitude.  He was shipped off to Bermuda 
to work building the British docks, and while he was there 
he tried to kill a warder (10 years sentence) and later a 
foreman (8 years sentence).  By the time he was 
transported to Western Australia in 1863 he had served 
the original 6 years, and on a technicality was told he did 
not have to serve the 18 extra years.  He married in 1881 
and died in 1904, in Western Australia. 

Samuel was my Great Grandfather (my mother was 
May Warburton).  My cousin and I are attempting to piece 
together his life before 1857.  We have convict records, 
court records, and his marriage and death certificates.  
Unfortunately, Samuel was very economical with the truth 
on official documents and this makes it difficult to pin 
down his date of birth, and his family.  However, if we 
assume that his death certificate might be relatively 
accurate, he was born c1821.  This is consistent with his 
stated age (60) when he married (the age of his bride on 
the marriage certificate is “over 21” – her actual age was 

13!).  The ages on other documents suggest birth years 
of 1824 and even 1830. 

Other fragments of information include his occupation – 
a labourer on his court records and a weaver on one 
convict document.  His father – Paul, a ship’s carpenter 
(source, marriage certificate).  The only Paul Warburton 
we can find was a clogger from Cheshire, but the records 
do not show a Samuel as one of his children.  One 
convict record states that he had a wife and one child in 
England, although on another document they are not 
mentioned.  Without any family names, the census 
records of 1841 and 1851 are of little help in identifying 
which Samuel he might be. 

I decided to do a bit more digging and came up with the 
following: 

The evidence we have of Samuel’s age is that he was 
60 when he married on February 11th 1881, and he was 
83 when he died on July 6th 1904. 

His marriage age gives a birth date of February 12th 
1820 to February 11th 1821. His age at death narrows 
this down to July 7th 1820 to February 11th 1821. 

One or both of these ages could be incorrect so we 
need to look for all known baptisms around that date. It is 
also possible there is no baptism record available. It 
wouldn’t be the first time I have failed to find a baptism 
record for someone who is as large as life in the 
censuses. 

I searched for all baptisms  between 1818 and 1824 
and then sought to eliminate as many as possible. As 
Samuel was deported in 1857, anyone who can be found 
in the 1861 or subsequent censuses, plus anyone whose 
death can be identified, cannot be Pam’s Samuel. In all I 
found 14 baptisms and was able to eliminate 10 of them. 
Fortunately many of them married at a time when the 
groom’s father was routinely recorded in the parish 
registers, making it easier to tie a marriage to an earlier 
baptism. 

Of those I found the following can be eliminated: 

1. Baptised on January 25th 1818, born December 
25th 1817, son of John and Lydia,  at Sheffield, St 
Peter. He is most likely the Samuel, son of John who 
 married Harriet Eaton in 1838 and is with her in the 
1861 census. 

2. Baptised on August 29th 1818, born January 30th, 
son of James and Miah, at Tottington, St Ann. He 
married his 2nd wife Alice Pickup on 12th September 
1852 and is with her in the 1861 census. 

3. Baptised on March 21st 1819, born on February 
22nd son of Thomas and Mary, at Sheffield, St Peter. 
He married Hannah Hall on  April 20th 1840. He was a 
grinder of full age,  she was a minor. He was probably 
buried on June 2nd 1892, aged 73 at Walkley, St 
Mary, Sheffield. 

4. Baptised on October 31st 1819, son of James and 
Mary, at Shocklach. He married Hannah Rogers on 
January 17th 1842 as a labourer, son of James.  He 
 is not in censuses until 1871 and only the last of his 
children, a Charles, seems to have been registered. 
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5. Baptised on July 23rd 1820, born March 22nd, son 

of James and Ann, at Tottington, St Ann. He married 
Phoebe Haworth on May 18th 1845, as a warper of 
full age, son of James. He died in 1876, aged 56 in 
Edenfield. 

6. Baptised on August 20th 1820 son of Thomas and 
Elizabeth, at Liverpool, St Peter.  He married Sarah 
Perry on November 30th 1840, as a butcher, father 
Thomas, and is in the  1851 census as a butcher 
living with his mother Elizabeth.  He is not in 
subsequent censuses, but is probably the Samuel 
whose death was registered in Liverpool in the 3rd 
quarter of 1855, aged 36 . 

7. Baptised on September 16th 1821, born February 
26th, son of William and Catherine, at Tottington, St 
Anne. He married Susanna Bridge on June 28th 
1840, as a minor and warehouseman. He is present in 
the 1861 census. 

8. Baptised on May 6th 1821, born on March 13th, son 
of Esau and Alice, at Bury, St Mary. He married Naomi 
Howard on December 6th 1846, and is present in the 
1861 census. 

9. Baptised on November 18th Nov 1823, son of David 
and Mary, at Radcliffe, St Mary. He died on July 7th 
aged 3 years 5 mths, recorded as the son of David 
and Mary. 

10.Baptised on February 29h 1824, son of Peter and 
Ann, at Flixton. He married Hannah Raynor on August 
7th 1852,  aged 29 the son of Peter. He is present in 
the 1861 census. 

The four remaining possibles are: 

1. Baptised on September 20th  1818, born on August 
9th, son of John and Martha, at Radcliffe, St Mary. He 
may be the 2 year old who was buried on January 
18th 1822, but the age disparity makes it uncertain. 
He is not obvious in censuses. 

2. Baptised on November 5th 1820, born on 
September 19th son of George and Elizabeth, at 
Radcliffe, St Mary.  He is the only one with actual 
evidence he was born on a date which fits Samuel’s 
declared ages. No other evidence  has been found 
though he matches a burial in Stockport  on 19th June 
1838 aged 17. 

3. Baptised on January 7th  1821, son of John and 
Esther,  at Mellor, Derby.  His baptism date  means he 
was almost certainly born within the dates that match 
Samuel’s declared ages. No other evidence  has been 
found though he matches a burial in Stockport  on 
19th June 1838 aged 17. 

4. Baptised on March 17th March 1822, son of Joseph 
and Clementina, at  Bowdon, Mary, abode Dunham. 
He probably married Mary Douglas at Manchester 
Cathedral on May 18th 1840 and is in Liverpool in 
1851 with Mary and 2 children, Charles (10) and 
Emma (6), both born in Manchester. His place of birth 
is given as Dunham, Lancashire. I can’t find them in 
1861 or subsequently. 

One other known factor is that there is  a Samuel 
married to Elizabeth in the US 1870 and 1880 censuses 
for Auburn New York, who was born in 1822/3 in England. 

So no definite candidate, but I have a sneaky feeling for 
the son of Joseph and Clementine. It is believed Samuel 
was married with a family in England before he was 
deported, and he lived in Manchester at one time. 
Joseph’s son ticks both these boxes. 

Addendum 
A relative of Pam’s has now done the Big Y-500 test. 

See Recent Results in the DNA Miscellany article 
below. Initial STR results showed there is no match to 
previous Warburton results, but a number of matches to 
McKellars were obtained. Three of these have also done 
BigY. 

Lady Renie Adams nee Warburton 
Whilst researching the additions to the Bolton (Bakers) 

Clan sent to me by Martin Warburton I noticed his father 
had a sister Renie born in 1920. When Martin confirmed 
this was indeed his aunt he mentioned she became Lady 
Adams. 

So I Googled Lady Adams and discovered an 
interesting life. One source was the Penley Radar Archive 
(http://www.purbeckradar.org.uk/penleyradararchives/
introduction_www/index.htm). Its page on Lady Renie 
Adams states: 

Renie Adams — 1920–2002 
Renie Adams (née Warburton) was one of the first 

WAAF Radar Instructors at the training school set up by 
Jack Ratcliffe in Forres School in Swanage in 1941. She 
married John Adams in 1943 who later became the Chief 
Scientist for Civil work in the Ministry of Technology and 
subsequently was Director of CERN in Geneva. 

There were also links to Reminiscences, Photographs, 
and Letters, but none of these now work. 
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I found a fuller tribute on the CERN Pensioners 

Association Site (https://www.gac-epa.org/History/
Tributes/2002/RenieAdams-en.html), written by Norman 
Blackburne, and including a photo.  

Renie, Lady Adams, who died on 30 September, was 
the widow of Sir John Adams, a former Staff Member and 
Director-General of CERN. As a beneficiary of the CERN 
Pension Fund, she was a member of GAC and took an 
interest in its affairs. In 1998, Renie was elected as one 
of the Auditors of our Association, but was unable to take 
up this appointment because of ill health. 

In 1974, she founded the CERN Women’s Club, which, 
in addition to its normal club activities, has since helped 
many newcomers’ wives to settle into the Geneva area. 
She played an important role in supporting her husband 
in his contacts with CERN personnel at all levels, with the 
CERN Council and its committees, as well as with visiting 
dignitaries from all parts of the world. 

Renie was interested in everything around her and was 
always ready to help her friends and family alike. Her 
warm personality and easy manner will be missed by all 
those who knew her. 

I found more about Renie’s role in founding the CERN 
Women’s club on the History page of the CERN Welcome 
Club site (https://club-welcome.web.cern.ch/Default.htm). 
The first few paragraphs follow: 

It all got under way in 1974 with a small group of 
dynamic young ladies who wanted to make contact with 
newcomers to the region and to help them settle in. 

The foundation of our Club is due mainly to the late 
Renie Adams, now Lady Adams, the wife of John Adams, 
a former Director General of CERN. For a long time she 
campaigned to obtain a meeting room, a barrack – any 
space whatsoever for the wives who came here with their 
husbands. It was not easy to find a space where they 
could all meet. 

At that time, CERN was swarming with keen young 
physicists and there was no space for us. Initially, Renie 
created a group of volunteers to help the newcomers. For 
example, Pat Pattison invited all the English-speaking 
newcomers to her own home for coffee. In this way she 
was able to help them meet other people. They knew that 
Pat could help them with their telephone calls to doctors, 
dentists, etc., and could provide information about the 
buses, shops, schools and local customs. 

Things changed after the construction of the new 
restaurant (at the start of the 1970s) “Chez Tortella” which 
was the name of the flamboyant manager. We were 
finally able to use two rooms on the mezzanine floor. That 
was how it all began. At first it was hard work on every 
front. 

l found Renie’s Reminiscences on the Bournemouth 
University Oral History site (https://
histru.bournemouth.ac.uk/Oral_History/
Women_in_the_War/Waaf/remie_adams/
adams_page1.htm). It acknowledged the Penley Radar 
Archive site. It commented that the Bournemouth Oral 
History Research Unit is no longer active, though the site 
is currently being maintained, albeit my browser gave 

warnings of its invalid certificate. In the circumstances I 
am delighted to provide an additional home for her story. 

Women in the War 
Lady Renie Adams 

Reminiscences of a WAAF Officer  

My arrival at Swanage in 1941, along with nineteen 
other women all dressed in Air Force blue and sporting a 
single narrow white band on our cuff showing the rank of 
Assistant Section Officer, was the final stage in a six 
month training course on a highly secret weapon. We had 
been chosen by Watson Watt himself from about 200 
science graduates for this special work, sent on an 
officers training course at Loughborough, on an RDF 
(Radio Direction Finding) operators course to Cranwell, 
and then to an operating CH station. I had been with a 
colleague to Ventnor which had been ‘off the air’ for more 
than a few hours.  

 Strangely enough, although all the stations on the 
coast to the east had been bombed, Worth Matravers, 
which seemed to be next on the list, had luckily escaped 
bombing on that occasion. These stations were easily 
identified from the air by their line of high pylons and 
concrete blocks nearby which housed the transmitter and 
receiver. Here we learned about the chain of home 
stations all round the South East and Southern coast that 
had been busy 24 hours a day keeping watch and 
tracking enemy aircraft. Each operator was directly 
connected by a telephone headset to the Filter Room to 
which they reported all aircraft within coverage. The Filter 
Room received information from several CH stations and 
here it was evaluated, given a code name hostile or 
friendly, and then passed directly to the Operations room 
where it was plotted on a large map and could be seen 
by the Chief of Staff conducting operations.    

       Sir Robert Watson-Watt 
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 We learned of some of the difficulties that had been 

experienced by the severe radio jamming put out by the 
Germans during the air raids on London and other towns 
and cities and some of the mistakes in identification of 
aircraft, and we were told that all these were being 
counteracted by the ‘boffins’, mysterious people usually 
civilians, who appeared from time to time with advice and 
sometimes extra equipment to help keep the station ‘on 
the air’. The operators told us of times when aircraft had 
been plotted miles off course over the sea because of 
difficulties of navigating at night. This was completely 
transformed later by the inventions of the research staff at 
TRE who enabled the Pathfinder Squadrons to direct our 
bomber force. 

When we were posted to TRE Worth Matravers for a 
three-month course on electronics, we were last to meet 
some of these ‘boffins’ who were at the centre of the 
research on what is universally known as RADAR. Our 
commanding officer was a Flight Lieutenant Ratcliffe and 
we were taken to our billets at the Grand Hotel Swanage. 
We were to have very special treatment. We were soon 
taken to Forres School, a prep school that had been 
evacuated during the war. It was now a school under the 
direction of a J A Ratcliffe, specialising in courses mostly 
for operational personnel. We soon found out that we had 
come to a unique place. Scores of physicists all working 
on RADAR research had been stationed in the town and 
occupied labs in barracks up at Worth Matravers, or in 
empty school buildings, wherever they could be found. 
Many were billeted with local residents with whom they 
soon fraternised. Everything was ‘hush hush’ and nobody 
would tell you what they were doing. 

Renie met her husband John, who also worked at 
TRE, at a ‘hop’ in Swanage. The picture was first 
shown on the Penley Radar Archives website. 

We were kept very busy with lectures on electronics, 
circuitry, detectors and amplifiers, transmitters and 
receivers, transmission line theory and antennae. It was 
quite a difficult course for non-physicists. They had only 
been able to find perhaps half a dozen women with 

physics degrees, the chemists and botanists worked hard 
at the exacting course, at the end of which there was to 
be an exam, after which we would be posted to 
operational duties. 

Being at the Grand Hotel we used to have informal 
dancing on Saturday nights called ‘hops’ and here we 
often met the young men from TRE. They were very 
interesting people, although their style of dress was 
somewhat bizarre with their tweed jackets with leather 
patches on the elbows and brogues on their feet. A few 
had old cars with long narrow bonnets in which we were 
sometimes driven around when they had petrol. It was at 
one of these ‘hops’ that I first met John Adams, my future 
husband. He helped me a little to master transmission 
theory and I must have done rather well in the exams as 
after a brief stay at Stanmore, 60 Group Headquarters, I 
was posted back to Worth Matravers to lecture at Forres 
School. Most of the other members of the course went to 
Wing Headquarters to keep an eye on the operations of a 
group of CH stations. We were all promoted to the rank of 
Flight Officer. 

I was to help on a course of RADAR supervisors run by 
two civilians, John Whitehouse and Johnny Clegg. These 
were courses for chosen RAF and WAAF Radar 
personnel, often non-commissioned officers who had 
been in charge of operational ‘watches’. I soon found out 
the calibre of these people coming from all walks of 
civilian life. You would find secretaries and hairdressers, 
solicitors and clergymen, all working together and keen 
on their jobs. They were splendid and spent the time at 
the school working very hard indeed at aerial theory, 
counteracting jamming, identification of aircraft, 
estimation of number, and enough electronic theory to 
know when the transmitter or receiver needed attention. 
Some evenings we had to lock them out of the 
classrooms to make them take a break from work. They 
all realised the importance of their work in giving advance 
warning of air raids to both civilian and RAF flying 
personnel and they worked with a remarkable will to 
succeed. They were usually rewarded for their labour for, 
if they passed the course, and after a dreaded interview 
with Squadron Leader Scarf who decided whether or not 
they made the grade, they were commissioned before 
being sent back to man all the CH or CHL stations now 
covering the coast from Firth of Tay to Lands End. The 
CHL stations had been brought into service to spot the 
low flying aircraft that had been stealing in, flying low and 
undetected, by the CH stations. 

Forres School continued to grow as more and more 
courses were necessary. J Radcliffe left and Len Huxley 
became the new Director. Soon there were courses for 
new entrants to TRE mechanics courses, courses for 
supervisors on CHL stations and for Ground Controlled 
Interception stations. I eventually took over the 
supervisors course and later the CHL and GCI courses. 
We wrote an instruction manual based on the supervisors 
course which was studied by all RADAR personnel on 
ground stations and was known as the operators ‘bible’. 

It is difficult to stress too highly the immense 
importance of TRE and its immeasurable contribution to 
the war effort. It was, therefore, not surprising that our 
intelligence services received evidence that a raid on 
TRE and Worth Matravers was imminent. We had already 
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experienced many air raid warnings. The army sent 
troops to protect the area and TRE was evacuated to 
Malvern School, which moved for the second time to 
Harrow. Swanage was badly bombed days after the 
evacuation and my first billet near the station received a 
direct hit. 

The Origin of the Bloody Mary Cocktail 
Lisa Hale sent me an interesting link the other day, to 

an article on the origins of the cocktail known as a Bloody 
Mary. The article is at:https://www.msn.com/en-us/
foodanddrink/cocktails/what-is-the-story-behind-the-
bloody-marys-gory-name/ar-BBShDYy?ocid=spartandhp. 
There is a direct link from the original post on the website. 

The article has a number of alternatives, one of which 
is the following: 

American actor George Jessel also claimed to have 
invented the Bloody Mary in Palm Beach in 1927. He was 
in desperate need of a quick fix for a hangover when a 
bartender suggested vodka. Jessel claims he mixed it 
with tomato juice, lemon, and Worcestershire to kill the 
smell and called it a Bloody Mary after socialite Mary 
Brown Warburton, went to take a sip and spilled it all over 
her white dress. According to Jessel’s autobiography she 
laughed and said, “Now you can call me Bloody Mary, 
George!” 

Whatever the truth of the story I was intrigued to 
identify Mary Brown Warburton so I googled her. She 
lived from 1896-1937 and was the daughter of Major 
Barclay Harding Warburton I (April 1, 1866 – December 
5, 1954) who was the publisher of the Philadelphia 
Evening Telegraph. She died of an overdose of heroin 
and morphine. 

Barclay Harding Warburton was the first of four 
generations bearing the same name. His father was 
Charles Edward Warburton (March 2, 1837 − September 
1, 1896) who preceded him as publisher of the 
Philadelphia Evening Telegraph. Coincidentally Charles 
Edward is the name of my great grandfather. 

It seems Charles was born in Philadelphia, but I found 
nothing of his parents or origins. If anyone can add to the 
story I would be very interested. 

Cheshire Group Developments 
New Cheshire Group Haplotree 
I have replaced the haplotree that is in The Cheshire 

Group document on the DNA Project page with a new 
version in its own document. I also did a new Time to 
Most Recent Common Ancestor (TMRCA) calculation for 
3 Warburtons and 2 Duttons that have 111 marker STR 
results. This is called TMRCA Calculations from 5 
Dutton and Warburton 111 Marker STR Results, and is 
also linked to from the DNA Project page. 

The new Cheshire Group Haplotree includes SNP 
results as well as STR results.   

I have a SNP called R-FGC13446 which I share with a 
Dutton and a couple of others. It is a SNP that will identify 
any Warburton as a member of the Cheshire Group. The 
Dutton-Warburton link ties in with the history that says a 

branch of Warburtons were originally Duttons who arrived 
with the Norman conquest. 

We have 3 BigY results (including mine) which have 
produced new SNPs that occurred after the Warburton-
Dutton split. I have now had tests created at YSEQ for 
these SNPs, though there are 4 they don’t recommend 
for various reasons. 

I have tested some of these SNPs. Clive, my closest 
genetic cousin, has tested the four from my own test. He 
matches 2 of them which can therefore be dated from, or 
before the birth of our common ancestor circa 1608.   

The other two must have occurred after that date, on 
my own line. This puts them within the timeframe of the 
documented trees, and so less useful for further testing. 

The most recent Big Y result is from the Weaverham 
clan. Previous STR based TMRCA calculations supported 
the 1385 date for the split from the Warburtons of 
Partington, and has a 1525 date for a common ancestor 
with my Hale Barns clan. Since my 8x great grandfather 
was born about 1575 this again looks reasonable. He 
also matches the same two SNPs I shared with Clive 
which confirms a common ancestor born in 1608 or 
earlier. 

In producing the haplotree I reached a couple of 
interesting conclusions (or theories waiting to be proved). 
The first is that SNP R-FGC13446, which is used to 
represent the last of 27 SNPs shared by Warburtons, 
Duttons, and Howells, must have occurred before the 
Norman Invasion of 1066, unless the Howells derive from 
a Dutton or Warburton non-paternal event. I believe it is 
more likely they derive from a brother or cousin of Odard 
de Dutton. The date produced from Iain McDonalds SNP 
ages is 1151 AD, but with a 90% confidence range of 543 
to 1553. 

The second point of interest is that the Dutton tree 
produced by PA Lawson, which I reproduced in 2017, 
shows that the main Dutton families were descended 
from Hugh, the 4th Lord of Dutton, brother of Adam de 
Dutton, ancestor of the Warburton line. Their father, also 
Hugh, 3rd Lord of Dutton, is therefore the most likely 
common ancestor of the Warburtons and Duttons and he 
was born around 1100 AD.  Of course other lines, 
including from Adam, may also have continued, and no 
Dutton with a documented link to the Lawson tree has yet 
been tested. Until such a Dutton is tested and shows a 
close relationship to the Duttons tested so far, then this 
conclusion is unproven. However it is interesting to note 
that 6 Warburton-Dutton TMRCA calculations provide 
most likely dates from 965 AD to 1210 AD. 

Warburtons of Partington Panel at YSEQ 
My Cheshire Group Haplotree shows five clans 

descended from William of Partington. My Partington 
Clan is still a work in progress, but it  includes the 
Pennsylvania Clan. The Percy Grey Big Y result shares 
an STR mutation with the Pennsylvania Clan. Also the 
Warrington – Hamlet Clan is linked to Partington by the 
use of the name Hamlet and it shares an STR mutation 
with both the Flintshire Family and the Warrington – John 
Clan. 

One Name Study webpage: http://warburton.one-name.net         Page !                                                                11

https://www.msn.com/en-us/foodanddrink/cocktails/what-is-the-story-behind-the-bloody-marys-gory-name/ar-BBShDYy?ocid=spartandhp
https://www.msn.com/en-us/foodanddrink/cocktails/what-is-the-story-behind-the-bloody-marys-gory-name/ar-BBShDYy?ocid=spartandhp
https://www.msn.com/en-us/foodanddrink/cocktails/what-is-the-story-behind-the-bloody-marys-gory-name/ar-BBShDYy?ocid=spartandhp
http://warburton.one-name.net


The Button Files 
The Warburtons of Partington are believed to be 

descended from a William Warburton who was granted 
4/18ths of Partington manor in 1320. This William was the 
son of Piers de Warburton who was the first to use the 
name. It seems the Cheshire Clan split in two at a very 
early date with one half descending from William of 
Partington, while the other half are cadet branches of the 
Warburtons of Arley Hall. Again the 111 marker STR 
TMRCA calculations produce a date of 1385 which is 
consistent with this split. 

The Percy Grey family Big Y result has 6 SNPs which 
are both unique and recommended. I have established a 
new SNP Panel at YSEQ called Warburtons of 
Partington.  It contains the 6 unique SNPs, plus one 
shared by all Warburtons as a control. It costs $103.  

To find the panel use the Quick Find  facility in the left 
hand panel of the YSEQ webpage to search ‘Partington’. 
 it is the only hit. 

I would dearly like to test these on representatives of 
the other clans I show descended from William. In 
particular I would like to start with someone from the 
Pennsylvania clan (which will become the Partington clan 
when I finish updating it). This clan seems the closest to 
the Percy Grey family of Mark who took the test, and will 
therefore by the best result for eliminating the recent, 
least useful SNPs. 

Please contact me if you think you can help. 

Cheshire Group Thoughts 
In May 2018 I travelled up to Altrincham to meet my 

genetic cousin John. John is now resident in Australia but 
was making what is becoming an annual pilgrimage to 
the Warrington Horse Show, which actually takes place in 
Knutsford. John’s great grandfather was heavily involved 
in the show and last year I wrote about how John and his 
family had sponsored a prize in his honour. 

John is from the Weaverham clan, and has taken the 
Big Y test. The result shows that John shares the same 
SNPs with me as two other close genetic cousins, from 
the Ringley and Houghton clans. 

We found the likely genealogical link to Clive of the 
Ringley clan some years ago in William who was born in 
Great Warford, Cheshire in 1740, and died in Ringley, 
Lancashire in 1820, aged 79. This makes Clive my 8th 
cousin, and John of Hale Barns (1608-91) our common 
ancestor. So is it likely that John is also the common 
ancestor of myself and John, and myself and the 
Houghton clan? 

The first point to note is there are limited points at 
which new lines can link into my tree. Research published 
in the Journal of One-Name studies a couple of years 
ago suggested that over 90% of male lines in existence in 
1300 have no male line descendants today while one in a 
thousand will have grown large with maybe 2,000 
breeding age males today. My Warburton tree seems to 
exhibit similar characteristics with occasional patriarchs 
having large numbers of descendants interspersed by 
generations with a single son living to have his own 
family. Even John was the only son of his father George 
who had sons himself. 

The Hale Barns tree has about 420 male Warburtons 
descended from John, of whom 111 are descended from 
my 3x great grandfather William. Thus if I find cousins 
they usually either 4th cousins or 8th cousins. 

On the DNA front I only have two SNPs which are 
unique to me. Current experience suggests a SNP occurs 
every 125 years or so. Therefore on average I could have 
been expected to have had slightly more than 2 SNPs 
between  1658 (when John’s son Josiah was born) and 
1945 (when I was born).  However I do have a paucity of 
SNPs compared with the two BigY results most closely 
related to me*. Further back my 3 genetic cousins and I 
share three SNPs since the Dutton split, and two since 
the Partington and Arley branches split circa 1280. Two 
SNPs between 1280 and 1608 is a also bit below 
average. However if my SNPs have occurred at a uniform 
rate then I would expect 3 of my SNPs to occur before 
John of Hale Barns’s birth, and two after. 

All my three close genetic cousins have identified their 
ancestors back to before my 3x great grandfather William 
so John represents the latest possible common ancestor. 
Also we need to go back 2 further generations for even 
the possibility of an earlier common ancestor. 

The result is that both our genealogical knowledge, and 
DNA results make John of Hale Barns the most likely 
common ancestor for us all. However there also needs to 
be the opportunity for the Weaverham and Houghton 
clans to have descended from John. We need gaps in our 
knowledge of John’s descendants. These gaps do exist 
for two reasons. The first is the family’s strong 
Presbyterian leanings which means they often opted for 
baptisms in Presbyterian chapels whenever this was 
allowed. The second is that John’s middle son George 
seems to have moved away from Hale Barns. 

I have written in the past about the Hale Presbyterians, 
 my 6x great grandfather’s role, and the histories of 
Ringway and Hale chapels. Despite promises at the 
Restoration of Charles II, they were force to attend the 
Church of England for much of Charles’s reign. There 
was a brief respite with the Declaration of Indulgence of 
1672 but it was revoked the following year. It is known 
William Brereton obtained a licence to preach in his own 
house, and there is evidence from a later lease that John 
of Hale Barns had a grandson John, son of his eldest son 
Thomas, who was born about this time but not baptised 
at Bowden. 

The second Declaration of Indulgence did not come 
until 1688, but from 1681 Ringway chapel operated for a 
period as an Anglican chapel, until it was taken over by 
the Presbyterians after 1688. So it is possible baptisms 
were performed there after 1681, and certainly after 
1688, but not recorded at Bowdon. 

There are a number of Warburtons who are 
documented in the area but have no recorded baptism. 
For example a will dated 1720 for Joshua Warburton of 
Bowdon refers to his two brothers, Josiah of Bowdon, 
and Peter of Croxton. There is no recorded baptism for 
any of the three brothers. This is two years before Peter 
of Latchford, the earliest ancestor of the Weaverham 
clan, married Elizabeth Smith at Grappenhall. 
Unfortunately Peter of Croxton can be found as father on 
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baptisms at Grappenhall before 1722 so it is unlikely the 
two Peters are the same person. 

Josiah is a name frequently associated with the Hale 
Barns clan, following the significant role played by the 
first Josiah, my 6x great grandfather, in the Hale 
Presbyterian movement. Joshua’s brother Josiah died in 
1763. He is known to have had a son Josiah who died in 
1737, just after getting married. The most likely period for 
Josiah the Elder’s birth would be around 1690. Another 
Josiah, formerly of Dunham, died in Timperley in 1727, 
aged 36, implying he also was born around 1691. There 
is no recorded baptism for any of these Josiahs. 

A piece of land called Dunham Highway Field was 
granted to Aaron and William Warburton in 1702, passing 
solely to William in 1703. Aaron is the second son of 
Thomas. eldest son of John of Hale Barns but there is no 
recorded baptism for William. In 1728 Josiah of Bowdon 
sold Dunham Way Field. It would seem likely this is the 
same as Dunham Highway Field so linking Josiah (and 
Joshua and Peter) to Aaron, grandson of John of Hale 
Barns. 

It is now worth looking more closely at the five sons of 
John of Hale Barns for indications or opportunities of 
unrecorded children: 

Thomas, the eldest, married in 1668. In addition to the 
John who is only known from a lease, there are 6 
baptisms at Bowdon up to 1678 that can be shown to be 
his. Both he and his wife lived a further thirty years, and 
are likely to have been able to have further children for at 
leat 10 more years. This is before the 1688 Declaration of 
Indulgence but there may have been unrecorded 
Anglican baptisms at Ringway chapel which was active 
from 1681 onwards. 

John moved to Mobberley and his many ancestors are 
well documented. 

George is a mystery. Born in 1654 he received a 
bequest in his father’s will which was written in 1687. 
However he was the only son not an executor, and the 
only brother not an executor of brother Enoch’s 1692 will. 
As there is also no marriage or burial recorded in Bowdon 
it seems likely he moved away but so far there is no clue 
where. 

Josiah only had one son as his wife died young. 

Enoch also moved to Mobberley and had one daughter 
baptised and two infants buried there. However his will 
refers to his children, and they would have been young 
when he and his wife died in 1692, after 9 years of 
marriage. It is likely they were brought up by other family 
members. 

If the Weaverham and Houghton clans are descended 
from John of Hale, as the DNA evidence suggests, then 
there are opportunities for the links to be via children of 
Thomas, George, or Enoch. The links between Aaron, 
William, and the brothers Joshua, Josiah, and Peter 
make it quite possible these were all, like Aaron, children 
of Thomas. It is possible Josiah of Timperley was a son of 
Enoch, and my hunch is that George will provide the link 
to the Houghton clan. 

This is of course speculation, but unless new facts 
emerge to disprove the possibility, we have a body of 
evidence that supports it. 

* These are the Dutton results, where our common 
ancestor is either Odard or his descendant from the next 
couple of generations, and the result from the Partington 
half of the Cheshire group where our common ancestor is 
Piers, the first Warburton who lived in the 13th century. 

New Family Tree DNA Announcements 
A series of announcements from Family Tree DNA has 

reinforced the change in emphasis to SNPs. 

Big Y-500  

Firstly there was the announcement that from January 
2018 the BigY test would be renamed Big Y-500, and 
may be ordered without first taking an STR test. The 500 
referred to 500 STR markers that would be included, 
including all those covered by the Y-37, Y-67, and Y-111 
STR tests. 

In a way this was a bit confusing as it distracted from 
the importance of SNPs but it does provide an alternative 
method of differentiation between close matches, as well 
as a second dating tool, once mutation rates are 
understood. 

The test examines about 12 million Y-chromosome 
base pairs looking for SNPs that are unique to you, as 
well as your most recent shared SNP amongst 70,000 
known SNPs on the FTDNA Y-DNA haplotree. 

Y Tree 
The FTDNA Y-DNA public haplotree (the Y Tree) is itself 

a significant development. 

All previous Big Y results were upgraded to Big Y-500, 
and included on the Y Tree. As more Big Y-500 tests are 
completed this tree will grow. My own efforts with the 
Cheshire and Lancashire Group haplotrees can also be 
seen as extensions of the Y-Tree. 

Knowing both unique SNPs and extensive STR results 
will provide valuable information to help narrow down the 
dates of common ancestors. 

During the last week of the 2018 Xmas sale Big Y-500 
could be had for $450. When I compare that with the 
£400 I paid in 2006 for my first DNA test (a 400 base 
mitochondrial test) I realise it is becoming manageable for 
many people. 

Big Y-700  
Then in January 2019 FamilyTree DNA announced Big 

Y-700 and the Big Y Block Tree Matching Tool 

Big Y-700 is an upgrade on the Big Y-500 DNA test. It is 
an improvement in terms of the amount of the Y-
chromosome it covers, and the quality of the test itself. 
The increase in the number refers to the number of STR 
markers covered, and implies a 40% increase in 
coverage. However the real value of Big Y is the number 
of SNPs it uncovers. If this number is also 40% greater 
(something yet to be confirmed) then, on average, the 
time between SNPs down your patrilineal line will be 
reduced from 125 years to 95 years. 
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The price, at $645, is the same as for Big Y-500 which 

is now replaced. It remains to be seen whether the 
discounts in the next sale will bring the price down below 
$500 straight away. An upgrade from Big Y-500 will be 
made available later in the year. My impression is that 
this would only be useful in certain circumstances. 

Big Y Block Tree Matching Tool 
The Big Y Block Tree Matching Tool is a new way of 

visualising your position on Family Tree DNA’s Y Tree. It 
is based on work done in the R-U106-S21 Project (both 
the Lancashire and Cheshire groups fall within this 
project). Anyone who has taken the Big Y test will appear 
on the Y Tree.  For me it shows my most recent shared 
SNP is R-FGC17094. I share this and one other SNP with 
John Warburton, and we also have an average of 2 
private variants. Further back I share SNP R-FGC17097 
with Mark Warburton who has 4 private variants. R-
FGC17097 is thus 5 SNPs back, so at an average of 125 
years per SNP it occurred about 625 years before my 
birth, or circa 1320. This is the very year history states 
that William, son of Peirs Warburton by his second wife, 
and ancestor of Mark, was granted land in Partington. 

DNA Project; Major Update 
I have just completed a major update of Warburton 

DNA Project documentation to reflect recent 
announcements and their impact on the project. This 
includes re-writing the DNA Project page itself, and 
several other documents. 

The announcement of a new comprehensive test, the 
Big Y-700,  complemented by the Y Tree and its Big Y 
Block Tree Matching Tool, has transformed the 
possibilities from DNA testing by making it easier to 
uncover the story in your Y-chromosome. I have 
produced a new document, the Warburton DNA Project 
Overview, to describe  the project in the light of these 
announcements. The document replaces the old DNA 
Strategy document, and material previously on the DNA 
Project page. 

The new announcements reflect the increased 
emphasis on SNP tests that I have discussed on a 
number of occasions over the past year. This is because 
SNP matches are definitive whilst STR matches are only 
indicative. A SNP occurred once in a particular individual. 
Everyone sharing that SNP is descended from that 
individual, and shares the sequence of preceding SNPs 
that defines their shared history. An STR match indicates 
a common ancestor, but because STR mutations are 
bidirectional it requires additional information, such as a 
common surname, to verify this. Also STR tests can only 
indicate very high level SNPs. 

For these reasons the Warburton DNA Project’s 
objectives would be best met if everyone took Big Y-700. 
But this would be an expensive approach. In reality a 
very good result can be achieved with a mix of Big Y-700, 
the original Y-37 STR test, and specific SNP tests. 

I have produced a number of scenarios to help guide 
you to the most useful tests for you: 

1. Are you linked in a family tree to someone who has 
taken Big Y? You will share the Big Y result so 

repeating it will add little value. You may wish to verify 
your link to the Big Y result with a specific SNP test. 

2. Are you in a clan which is linked by an STR match 
to another clan where someone has taken Big Y? You 
will also share much of the Big Y result, but you will 
not know exactly where you diverge. A specific SNP 
test will do this by identifying your most recent shared 
SNP. However the earlier the shared SNP is, the more 
benefit will be obtained from another Big Y test. This 
will identify your later SNPs including your private 
variants, which will make dating the shared SNP more 
accurate, Your private variants may also become 
future branch points. The 700 STR results will provide 
a second mechanism for dating the common ancestor. 
In the Warburton DNA Project only members of the 
Lancashire and Cheshire Groups fall into the first two 
scenarios. All others are in one of the scenarios 
below. 

3. Are you in a group of two or more clans linked by 
indicative (STR) matches? In this case there is no Big 
Y result to provide SNPs for comparison. A Big Y test 
is required to provide these SNPs. However the result 
of that test is of interest across all the clans, offering 
an opportunity for cost sharing. You don’t have to be 
one of the original testers, provided you are confident 
of your relationship to him. However an upgrade from  
an earlier STR test will be cheaper. Once the Big Y 
result is obtained, members of the matching clans 
should then take specific SNP tests to determine the 
most recent SNP they share with you. This might be 
one of your personal variants. 

4. Are you in a clan that has an unmatched STR result, 
or matches contained within the clan? Here the best 
option is a Big Y test. There may be evidence that the 
original result was influenced by a non-paternal event. 
On the other hand it is possible a 700 year old 
Warburton clan is still quite small. The Big Y test may 
result in recent shared SNPs where the other parties 
have a different surname, giving a clue as to the origin 
of a non-paternal event. Or there may be no shared 
SNPs in the last 700 years, supporting the case for an 
old but small clan. 

5. Are you in a clan with no DNA result, or not in a 
published clan. In this case there are two options. A 
Big Y test will give a definitive result, but it just might 
turn out to be close to a previous Warburton Big Y 
result, and so provide little additional information. 
Starting with a Y-37 test might produce an indicative 
match, moving you into one of the above scenarios. A 
Y-37 followed by Big Y is a little more expensive than 
going straight to Big Y, but if a Y-37 can be followed by 
a few specific SNP tests  it would be a lot cheaper. 

In many situations a Big Y-700 result is the best route 
forward.  Big Y-700  is expensive for many people, but 
the result is valuable for  many people. This gives an 
opportunity for cost sharing. Also some cost relief arrives 
from the regular sales at Family Tree DNA. The last sale 
reduced the cost of the earlier Big Y test to below $500. 

I propose to facilitate Big Y-700 testing by separating 
the process of identifying Big Y-700 test candidates from 
the process of funding the test. We should use the period 
between sales as follows: 
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1. The scenarios in the Warburton DNA Project 

Overview will help you decide if you are a test 
candidate. I have also identified opportunities in the 
Lancashire and Cheshire Groups where a test is 
desirable. 

2. Anyone who believes they are a candidate and is 
willing to be tested should contact me, stating the 
extent to which they and their family members are 
willing to contribute. 

3. I will publicise (via Posts on the website) the 
test opportunities and seek further funding from 
people who will also benefit from the result, and from 
those in the wider Warburton community willing to 
contribute. 

4. The General Fund will be used to collect these 
contributions. 

Other documents have been amended to reflect  the 
change in emphasis on SNP testing, and to remove 
duplication. Documents affected include: 

DNA and its Uses in Genealogy has been simplified 
by removing material about my own use of DNA. 

My Use of DNA is a new document containing the bits 
removed from DNA and its Uses in Genealogy. 

DNA Results Commentary has a slight change of 
name and is updated to include recent results. 

The Cheshire Group is devoted to the Cheshire 
Group’s results, and is a commentary on the Cheshire 
Group Haplotree. 

The Lancashire Group is devoted to the Lancashire 
Group ‘s results, and is a commentary on a new 
document, the Lancashire Group Haplotree. 

Notes on the Cheshire Group TMRCA 
Calculations is material removed from the The Cheshire 
Group combined with the old Calculating Time to Most 
Recent Ancestor, which is removed. 

DNA Miscellany 
Warburton DNA Strategy Article 

I wrote an article entitled New Approaches to Y-
Chromosome DNA Testing in the Warburton One-
Name Study that appeared in the April-June 2018 issue 
of the Journal of One-Name Studies.. A link to it can be 
found on the DNA Project page. 

It was prompted by the growing emphasis on Single 
Nucleotide Polymorphism (SNP) testing rather than the 
Short Tandem Repeat (STR) tests which have been the 
mainstay of the Warburton DNA Project so far. 

My thinking has evolved a little since then. In particular 
I found a cheaper STR test at YSEQ, and even tried it out 
to find a match between the Nottinghamshire and Ashley 
and Morley clans. However when Y-37 was available from 
Family Tree DNA for under $100 in the last sale, the 
saving at YSEQ didn’t seem worth the facts that the result 
would not be included in the results table at Family Tree 
DNA, and if a Big Y test was required in the future, an 
upgrade from Y-37 would be cheaper. 

Autosomal DNA Testing 
Occasionally people join the Warburton Project to order 

the FamilyFinder test. I have no objection to this, though 
I’m not sure there is a financial advantage. Also I’m sure 
a lot of you will have taken the Ancestry DNA test, which 
is apparently the most widely used. 

The whole point about these tests is to find cousins, 
whether the link is a Warburton one or not. The matching 
site for autosomal tests is www.gedmatch.com. Another 
site devoted to finding cousins, this time based on entries 
in the 1881 census (and a couple of others), is Lost 
Cousins (http://lostcousins.com). I would recommend that 
anyone who has taken the trouble to take an autosomal 
test should load their information on both these sites. 

It has also been suggested that this site could play a 
role in this process. I would suggest that the best way to 
do this would be for those of you who are interested to 
set up a Forum where you could discuss issues and 
share your experiences.  All that is needed is for a 
volunteer to get the ball rolling by starting the Forum. 

I have recently realised that the database at Ancestry 
is 10 times the size of both the Family Tree DNA and 
Gedmatch databases so my recommendation to anyone 
contemplating autosomal testing would be to use 
Ancestry. 

Memo on Law Enforcement Access to 
Databases  

There has been chatter recently about genealogical 
DNA databases being used to crack historical crimes, the 
most prominent being the unmasking of the Golden State 
Killer after crime scene DNA was submitted to 
genealogical DNA websites. A memo from FamilyTree 
DNA President Bennett Greenspan explains the 
company’s policy on the subject. In essence FTDNA’s 
Gene-By-Gene laboratory has processed a handful of 
DNA samples for cold cases from the F.B.I. However law 
enforcement has the same access to the FTDNA 
database as any other ordinary user, unless under a valid 
subpoena or search warrant.  

There are two things to note here. Firstly it took 
extensive research of the family trees of possible 
relatives to uncover a possible suspect, and this was only 
confirmed by surveillance, and direct DNA capture and 
testing. Secondly the activity seems to involve autosomal 
DNA databases, not the Y-chromosome used in the 
Warburton DNA Project. However I can imagine Y-Tree 
matches could also be used to point investigators in the 
right direction. 

My personal reaction is that FTDNA have struck a 
reasonable balance between their user’s privacy, which 
you control through your choice of options, and assisting 
the needs of law enforcement. Please read the full memo 
before forming a judgement. It can be found at: https://
mailchi.mp/familytreedna/letter-to-customers?
e=9ddd2b8312, or linked to from the original post on the 
Warburton website. 

Recent Results  
Warburtons of Nottingham and Ashley 
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The Button Files 
The Ashley and Morley clan has characteristics, and 

geography which suggest a relationship with the Hale 
Barns clan and the Cheshire Group. It descends primarily 
from William, born in Ashley in 1754, and believed to be 
the son on Josiah and Martha nee Bradley of Altrincham. 

An experimental 17 marker STR test at YSEQ 
produced an exact match with the same 17 markers of an 
earlier test from the Nottinghamshire clan. This clan was 
recently published and descends from two sons of John 
who were born in the 1660s. A test from a descendant of 
the other brother is in process.  

Warburtons of Poynton  
A recent match is between two results from the Poynton 

clan. The clan originates with Joseph who first appeared 
in 1791 on the baptism of the first of 3 children of Joseph 
and Sarah of Torkington, baptised at Marple. Sarah died 
in 1795 and Joseph married Hannah Marsland at 
Stockport in 1796. They had 10 children, and the two 
results are from descendants of two of their sons, so 
triangulating the whole clan. From Joseph’s age at death 
he was born around 1767, but I haven’t identified his 
baptism, or his first marriage to Sarah. I presume he and 
Sarah moved to Torkington from elsewhere, maybe 
attracted by the coal mines. 

Warburtons of Jamaica 
There are a number of Warburtons in Jamaica, and 

there are entries in slave registers from the 1820s that 
include both Warburton owners, and two small mixed 
race boys who are untypically given a surname, which is 
Warburton. A recent Y-37 Jamaican result reveals a 
European Y-chromosome, being haplogroup R-M269, but 
it is unmatched. 

Samuel Warburton 
Samuel Warburton (circa 1821-1904) was a convicted 

felon sentenced in Manchester and transported first to 
Bermuda, and then Western Australia where his known 
descendants live. One of these took Y-37 and is R-M269, 
but unmatched. See Does Anyone Know this Samuel? 
above. 

Test Priorities 
Cheshire Group 
The Partington branch of the Cheshire Group has just 

one Big Y result, and four clans that need testing to see 
where they fit this result, using the panel I have created 
at YSEQ. The Partington clan I am currently developing 
from the Pennsylvania clan is the core clan so a Big 
Y-700 test from this clan would be nice. 

Lancashire Group 
STR TMRCA calculations identified three results that 

share an early common ancestor with the other clans in 
the Group. These need to be SNP tested, ideally using 
Big Y-700. These are: 

•  The Turton result which has STR TMRCA dates of 
1315 and 1490 when compared with the Edenfield and 
related clans.  

• The Haslingden clan has a slightly older TMRCA than 
Turton.  

• The Haslingden/Utah clan looks even more distant so 
a new Big Y test is particularly desirable. 

As it is not possible to retest the original testers 
alternative testers need to be found. 

Other Groups 
There are now three groups of two clans each, These 

are: 

• The West Cheshire Group comprising the Tilston clan, 
and Liverpool and Oldham clan. 

• The South Cheshire Group comprising the 
Coppenhall and Audley clans. 

• The new group comprising the Nottinghamshire clan, 
and the Ashley and Morley clan. 

These are prime candidates for a Big Y-700 test 
followed by some specific SNP tests to see how recently 
the clans are linked. 

Other Clans 
Only two other results have had additional SNP testing. 

Both were previously unmatched, and one, possibly both, 
are likely non-paternal events. One was a specific SNP 
test, and the other has just become the project’s first Big 
Y-700 result. 

No other result, or clan has explored SNPs. Some, like 
the Warburton Village, Garryhinch, and Poynton clans 
have matched STR results within the clan, others have 
just one unmatched STR result, and others have none at 
all. 

Some clans were only recently associated with the 
Warburton name. Testing the Bancroft and Mongon clans, 
or any other results known to have come from a non-
paternal event, would help to understand their history 
before they became Warburtons. 

In all the above situations a Big Y-700 test would be 
beneficial. 

Next Issue 
The material for the next issue will first appear as 

Warburton Website posts, and will be collected into a 
Newsletter when there is a sufficient  amount of it. 
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