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EMILY JANE WARBURTON 
 

CONOMIC CONDITIONS IN England were not good in the mid-19th 
century, so migration to Australia was the topic of the day. Amongst the 
English migrants was little Emily Jane Warburton, aged one, in the company 

of her parents, Robert Warburton and his wife Mary (nee Hulme).  A search of the 
assisted and unassisted shipping records of Public Record Office Victoria found 
only one record of a Mr and Mrs Warburton with a child sailing to Australia between 
1839 and 1923.  No record specifically mentions Robert Warburton, and those that 
mention Mary Warburton do not display the age anywhere near our Mary’s birth 
year or show she arrived either alone or with a Warburton male other than Robert.  
The manifest of the ship Brevet shows Mr and Mrs Warburton and a female child 
on that ship.  There is a discrepancy in the ages of Mr and Mrs Warburton and that 
of Robert and Mary.  The manifest has Mr Warburton aged 30, making him born ca. 
1824, and Mrs Warburton aged 26, born ca. 1828.  Robert was born in 1821 and 
Mary in 1833.  The discrepancy cannot be explained; however, it is more than likely 
that the ship’s manifest refers to our ancestors as it is the only record available.  A 
search of NSW’s shipping records found no record of Robert and Mary arriving in 
that colony.   
 
 
 

 

Extract from the passenger list of The Brevet showing the Warburtons arriving in 
Melbourne on 26 June 1854.  Their entry is at the bottom 

 
 
The Warburton family, as it then was, left its home town of Altrincham and sailed 
from Liverpool on the ship, Brevet, arriving in Melbourne on 26 June 1854 to start 
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a new life.1, 2  At that stage, Emily Jane was the only child.  Her sibling, Susannah, 
was born in October 1854, therefore, Mary was pregnant with her during the passage 
to Australia, which would have made her voyage more uncomfortable than the 
‘normal’ roughness of a trip to Australia at that time as outlined in the above chapter.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The early Warburtons 
 

MILY JANE’S PARENTS married on 10 June 1852 in the Established 
Church, Bowdon in the county of Chester.3  Her father Robert, was born on 
17 April 1821 at Cheshire England.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Record of Robert’s birth and baptism4 
 

                                                
1 It is mentioned in Mary Hogan’s hand-written notes that Robert Warburton came out on 
the Golden Era in June 1854. A search of the Victorian Public Records Office records does 
not show any R Warburtons coming to Australia on that ship 
2 See Appendix 5 for a description of Altrincham 
3 The Established Church was a creature of the Schism Act 1714 (13 Ann., c.7).  This was an 
Act of the Parliament of Great Britain that stipulated that anyone who wished to keep a 
public or private school, or act as tutor, must first be granted a licence from a bishop. Also, 
he must conform to the liturgy of the Church of England and to have taken in the past year 
the rites of that Church. Source: www.wikipedia.org  
4 England & Wales Non-Conformist and Non-Parochial Registers 1567-1970. Source: 
www.ancestry.com  
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Article showing Brevet (sixth 
line) arriving at Port of 
Melbourne on 26 June 1854. 
Maitland Mercury And Hunter 
River General Advertiser. 7 July 
1854 

 

 
Married couples' accommodation in steerage, by unknown artist, taken 
from Illustrated London News, 13 April 1844.  Source: Museum Victoria 



He was 30 years of age at the time of his marriage and was a railway station clerk 
living in Altrincham.5  Emily’s mother, Mary Hulme was born on 20 June 1833 in 
Timperley, Cheshire.6  She was residing in Timperley at the time of the marriage, 
presumably with her parents as her father, John Hulme, was a farmer in that village 
at that time.  He was born in 1811 in Stockport, Cheshire, and his wife, Mary (nee 
Potts) was born in 1807 at Stockport.7 

 

Certified extract of entry of marriage between Emily’s parents, Robert Warburton 
and Mary (nee Hulme) on 10 June 1852 

 
•  

 
Robert Warburton’s parents (Emily Jane’s grandparents), John (born 1785) and 
Susannah (nee Martin) (born ca.1792 at Bolton, Lancashire) were married on 18 
October 1817.8  John died on 12 January 1835, aged 49 years.  He appears to have 
changed occupations during his life: at the time of his marriage he was a gardener, 
and by the time Robert was born, and on his death, he was an innkeeper (although 
the affidavit on p.24 suggests he was still a gardener). 
 
Robert had a sister, also named Susannah (born 24 August 1823), brothers, John 
(born 13 March 1826) and Alfred (born 1 May 1832).9  The child, John, died on 8 
October 1827, and is buried with his parents. 
 
 
 
 
 
] 
 

                                                
5 www.ancestry.com.au  Compare this with his age as stated on the passenger list which says 
he was 30 in 1854, thus 28 at the time of his marriage 
6 Timperley is approximately 11 km southwest of Manchester.  The name Timperley derives 
from Timber Leah, the Anglo-Saxon (Old English) for a "clearing in a wood". This can be 
used to roughly date the settlement of Timperley to between the 7th and 8th centuries.  
Source: www.wikipedia.org   
7 The dates of birth of John and Mary Hulme were provided by Shane Kirne, great grandson 
of Emily Jane Bourke (nee Warburton) 
8 Her name is recorded on her marriage certificate as Susanna, while her gravestone has it as 
Susannah, as do the 1841 and 1851 censuses and the 1843 indenture notice (p.29) 
9 Information provided by Church of Modern Day Saints (‘the Mormons’) 20 September 
1994, although his sister is recorded as Sarah.  That is probably a typographical error.  
Information on Arthur’s birth date: https://www.ancestry.com.au 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John made his Will, dated 28 October 1817, just 10 days after their marriage, leaving 
everything to his wife, Susannah.  On his death in 1835, Susannah deposed in a 
sworn statement on 9 April 1835 that the personal effects were under the value of 
£600.10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
10 This is the equivalent to being no more than £74,265 at the time of publication. Source: 
http://www.in2013dollars.com/UK-inflation This equates to $A135,580.  How much the 
estate was actually worth is unknown, however, it is likely it was near that amount 

 
John and Susannah Warburton’s wedding certificate.  It shows they were 
both ‘of this parish’ meaning they were living in the area of the Bowdon 

parish in 1817 
 

 

The last Will of John Warburton dated 
28 October 1817, leaving his entire 

estate to his wife, Susannah 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

•  
 
John’s father, Emily Jane’s great-grandfather, also named John, was born in 1763 
in Cheshire and died in 1791 in Bowdon.  His wife, Mary (nee Brunderett), was also 

 

Susannah Warburton deposing on 9 April 1835 that her husband’s estate 
is worth no more than £600. This document says John died on 19 

January.  Compare this with his headstone which says 12 January (p.29) 

 
Deposition of William Cluley dated 22 April 1835 stating that 

he knew John Warburton, and that the handwriting and 
signature in the Will is that of John 



born in Cheshire.  No other information is known of them.11  Attempts to find further 
details of John and Mary, in particular, such as dates of birth, etc., has proved 
fruitless as the area covered by the Church of England Parish of Bowdon (St Mary's) 
where it is likely they lived in, was unusually large at one time.12, 13  
 
There is St George's Church in Altrincham built in the 1790s (which still exists) but 
that was a 'chapel of ease' for the Bowdon parish, which meant the people of 
Altrincham and further north could travel to church there more easily but they still 
had to be married and baptised in Bowdon. St George's did not have its own parish 
until 1860. The Warburtons may have gone to either church to worship but St 
George's was closer. St George's does have a burial ground but it may have only 
been used from 1860 onwards.14	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
11 Information on Emily Jane’s great grandparents, John and Mary Warburton, was provided 
by Shane Kirne 
12 Email from Altrincham Heritage, Altrincham and Bowdon Civic Society, 6 July 2019 
13 Email from Derrick Murdie, 11 October 2019.  Derrick is the ‘keeper of the church 
records’ at Bowdon: In the 18thcentury the churches were the main keepers of births, 
marriages and deaths and a national system was not instituted until 1836 as I understand 
the situation. The records for Bowdon Parish which in those days covered an area about 12 
miles by 6 miles [19.3km by 9.7km] of a largely farming area with a sparse population.  Just 
outside this parish is the village called Warburton, and the surname Warburton is the most 
common one in our graveyard.  John and Susanna are both shown as living in this parish.  
From his gravestone it seems that John was born about 1785.  John and Mary Warburton 
of Dunham Woodhouses on 31 July 1785 baptised a son with the name John. These were 
possibly his parents. No trace can be found of the baptism for a Susanna Martin.  
14 Email from Altrincham Heritage, Altrincham and Bowdon Civic Society dated 6 July 2019, op 
cit 

 

Hand-drawn map showing all the towns and villages 
the parish of Bowdon covered until 1852 when new 
parishes started to be created out of the Bowdon parish 
area as the population increased dramatically with the 
coming of the railway. Drawn by Derrick Murdie of 
Altringham (Derrick uncovered the grave of John and 
Susannah at St Mary’s Church, Bowden. See pp. 28-9) 

 

Baptism entry for John Warburton (Emily Jane’s 
grandfather), dated 31 July 1785 (bottom entry) 



Innkeepers 
HE WARBURTONS WERE innkeepers at the George & Dragon Inn, 22 
Manchester Road, Altrincham.  The Warburton name is recorded as the 
innkeeper from 1821/2 until 1852; James Warburton was the innkeeper from 

1821/2 to 1830 when it was taken over by Thomas Warburton.  He handed it to 
Emily Jane’s grandfather, John, in 1834 and then Susannah took over in 1836 after 
John’s death the previous year.  Susannah held the licence until 1852 when the 40-
year Warburton relationship with the inn ended.  It is possible, indeed probable, that 
the first two Warburtons – James and Thomas – are related to John, however, how 
is not known. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
George and Dragon Hotel 
Date: not known15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
15 Ibid 
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Excerpt from Three centuries of 
Public Houses in Altrincham by 
Hilda Bayliss, an Altrincham 
History Society publication. In it, 
John and Susan Warburton are 
listed as the licensees of the 
George and Dragon between 1834 
and 1852 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 1841 census shows that Susannah is an inn-keeper at Sandiway Head, Bowdon, 
Altrincham.  With her on the night of the census is her son Robert (aged 20), her 
daughter Susannah (14) and Alfred (11).  Their other son, John, had died on 8 
October 1827, aged just 19 months.  A number of guests at her inn were also present 
on that census evening.  This suggests the inn is at Sandiway Head. 
 
Manchester Road, where The George & Dragon is located, is not what the locals 
would call Bowdon as it is situated in the north of Altrincham. However, looking at 
Susannah Warburton’s entry on the 1841 census, the addresses that are listed close 
to Susannah’s address in the census are in the north, so perhaps it was a transcription 
error. No other Susannah Warburtons or anyone with a similar name is listed in 
Altrincham in 1841 so the Susannah Warburton at the George and Dragon Inn is 
the correct person.16 
 

                                                
16 Email 22 May 2019 from Sonia Llewellyn, Local Studies Advisor, Trafford Local Studies, 
Trafford Council 
 

 

Susannah hosts the anniversary of the Earl 
of Stamford Lodge of the independent 
Order of Odd Fellows: Manchester 
Courier and Lancaster General Advertiser, 
Saturday, 14 August 1841 



 
 

1841 census showing Susannah as an inn-keeper, with her children Robert, 
Susannah and Alfred 

 
Susannah became the innkeeper of the George & Dragon upon John’s death.  The 
1851 census shows changes to the family structure.  Robert, then aged 29 years, is 
the head of the premises in Stockport Road, Altrincham in the Parish of Bowdon.  
With him is his mother, Susannah, who is now recorded as a widow, and her son, 
Alfred.  It is not known where her daughter, Susannah, is that night as she is not 
recorded as being with her mother and siblings.  It is possible, that as she was aged 
24, she was married.  The premises had two guests with the Warburtons that day.  
Initially, it was assumed that the number in the far-left column of the 1851 was the 
house number.  However, it is the census schedule number rather than the house 
number on Stockport Road.  Looking back at previous census pages, the number 
does not start back at 1 for Stockport Road but rather continues on from the previous 
road.  Unfortunately, Trafford Council does not have a map of the area from 1851 
so it is not possible to identify the house.17 
 
 

                                                
17 Email 25 May 2019 from Sonia Llewellyn, Local Studies Advisor, Trafford Local Studies, 
Trafford Council 



 
 

1851 census showing the Warburton household at Stockport Road Altrincham.  The 
number 107 refers to the census schedule number, not the street number 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trafford Council does not have a 1851 map of Altrincham with Stockport Road.  
This 1876 map is the closest to that period. 

 
Susannah may have just finished as an innkeeper in the 1851 census as no 
occupation is recorded against her name even though she has been recorded as being 
the innkeeper until 1852.  For some unknown reason she is recorded as assigning all 
her personal estate and effects to an un-named trustee by indenture in May 1843. 18 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
18 An indenture is a legal contract that reflects or covers a debt or purchase obligation. It 
specifically refers to two types of practices: in historical usage, an indentured servant status, 
and in modern usage, it is an instrument used for commercial debt or real estate transaction. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Susannah died on 17 May 1858, aged 66.  John Bourke, great-grandson of Michael 
and Emily, and his wife Sheila, found the grave of John and Susannah Warburton 
in 2014 with the help of Derrick Murdie, the ‘keeper of the church records’ at 
Bowdon Church but had no luck with locating the grave of John and Mary (nee 
Potts) Hulme, Emily’s maternal grandparents. There is no record of them being 
buried at Bowdon so nearby Timperley was tried with no success. The names are 
very common in the area, with 23 John Warburtons buried at Bowdon at the time.  
There is a park at the intersection of Warburton Road and Hulme Drive.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Gravestone of John and Susannah in the cemetery attached to 
Bowdon Church.  Buried with John and Susannah is their son, 

John, aged 19 months 

 

The London Gazette, 30 May 
1843, p. 1794, showing that 
Susannah has assigned all of 
her personal estate to an un-
named trustee 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Emily Jane and her siblings 
MILY JANE HAD a short, albeit eventful, life.  She was born on 8 
February 1853 in Altrincham, the first of seven children,19 arrived in 
Australia at the age of one, married at 18 and had her first of 14 children in 

the same year, made the major shift to Narioka in 1878 and died when she was just 
36 years old in 1889.  Unfortunately, no known photo of Emily is available, although 
there is one of her sister, Susannah, born some 20 months later.  The only description 
we have of Emily Jane is at the time of her death, when she was described by 

                                                
19 https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/details/LZFT-LFW  
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John and Susannah’s 
gravestone being uncovered 
by Derrick Murdie, the 
‘keeper of the church 
records’ at Bowdon Church 
under the watchful eye of 
Sheila Bourke.  In the 
background is the church 
where they were married 
 

This is the font in the Bowdon church at 
which Emily Jane was possibly baptised 

The intersection of Warburton Way and Hulme Drive, Altrincham.  Were the streets 
named after our ancestors, or a branch of them? 

  



Professor H.H. Allen, who performed the autopsy on her body that she was a “stout, 
flabby woman with a weak heart.”20  Having fourteen babies and pregnant with her 
fifteenth child at the time of her death in the eighteen years of her marriage would 
surely have contributed to her body shape. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Susannah, Emily Jane’s sister. 
The date of the photo is not known, 
although it was probably taken 
when she was in her 30s, at about 
the time of Emily Jane’s death. 
Were Emily Jane and Susannah 
similar in facial appearance?21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Emily Jane’s siblings were: 
• Susannah was born on 17 October 1854.  She married Leonard Shelford 

Bidwell on 30 November 1873, and they had eight children.  Susannah died 
on 8 December 1898, aged 44 years; 

• John Alfred died as a child, aged two.  He was born in 1857, and died in 1859; 
• John Archer also died young, aged six years.  He was born in 1859, and died 

on 1 November 1865 while yabbying in a local creek;22 
• Eliza was born on 28 July 1860.  She married Samuel Hunt in 1887, and died 

on 16 September 1924, aged 64 years.  She had three children; 
• George Alfred was born on 5 September 1864.  He married Jane (nee 

Williams) in 1899, and died in 1944 at the age of 80 years of age.  There were 
four children of this union; 

• Lucy Maud was born on 26 May 1868 and died on 15 August 1954 at 
Kyabram at the good age of 86.  It is not known when (or whether) she 
married. 

 
 
 
 

                                                
20 The Nathalia Herald, 14 November 1889 
21 Photo provided by Loretta Krelle, Emily Jane’s great grand-daughter, courtesy of 
Warburton descendants, Peter Reid and Fiona Tellesson 
22 John Archer’s inquest brief may be viewed at http://access.prov.vic.gov.au/public/veo-
download?objectId=090fe273823cc237&format=pdf&docTitle=WaubertonJohnArcher186
5980Male&encodingId=Revision-2-Document-1-Encoding-1-DocumentData 
Alternatively, in a search engine, type: ‘PROV Inquests’, then enter the details: John Archer 
Wauburton (the name is recorded incorrectly) and the year: 1865 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Emily Jane’s birth certificate 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Emily Jane’s Baptism record showing she was baptised on 13 June 1853, four 
months after her birth 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What happened to the Warburtons? 
 KNOW LESS of Robert and Mary Warburton between the time of Michael 
and Emily’s marriage and their deaths than I do of their ancestors, although I 
do know the Warburtons were a pioneering family in the Glenluce district in 

central Victoria, so more research is required into the Warburtons after their arrival 
in Australia.  It appears Robert Warburton maintained his parents’ occupation of 
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Emily’s signature on her 
wedding certificate in 1870 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Her signature in 1872 in her 
deposition into son Andrew’s 
death 
  

 

 

 



innkeeper, as in 1862, he was the lessee of Waterloo Hotel at Bald Hill near 
Vaughan.23  At the time of the death of his son John Archer, three years later in 
1865, Robert stated in his coronial deposition that he was a miner, living at Green 
Gully, Glenlyon.  At some stage he selected ground at Glenluce on the east side of 
Loddon River just before the approach to Mason’s Crossing.  A bridge erected by 
Mount Alexander Shire Council became known as Warburton’s Bridge.  At some 
unknown point of time, Robert purchased land and moved to Drummond North.  His 
probate papers show he had five allotments totalling 55 acres.24  They were fenced 
and contained a four-roomed weatherboard house.25  Emily’s parents both died in 
Malmsbury; Robert on 14 March 1897 and Mary, five months earlier on 15 October 
1896.  They are buried at the Castlemaine cemetery, located in nearby Campbell’s 
Creek.26, 27 
 
Emily Jane’s brother, George, remained at Glenluce on the family farm, marrying 
Jane Williams in 1899, who was a daughter  of the neighbouring Williams family.  
Her sister Susannah lived in Malmsbury after marrying Leonard Bidwell; while her 
other two sisters, Eliza and Lucy, moved to Kyabram, where it appears they 
maintained a close relationship with Emily Jane and the children.  In fact, Emily 
Jane’s family appears to have played an important part in the naming of her children, 
with three – John, Lucy and Eliza – having the same names as Emily Jane’s siblings.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
23 A History of Glenluce, Ken James, self published. 2020, p.179 
24 Equivalent to 22 hectares 
25 A History of Glenluce, Ibid 
26 Source: www.ancestry.com.au  
27 Discussion with Ian Bidwell 11 December 2019.  Ian is a great-grandson of Susannah, 
Emily Jane’s sister 

 

The grave of Robert and Mary Warburton, 
Emily Jane’s parents, together with their 
second son named John Archer, aged 6 
years.  They are buried at the Castlemaine 
cemetery located at nearby Campbell’s 
Creek 

 

Robert Warburton’s signature on his 
deposition at the inquest into the death of his 
son John, who died while yabbying at a local 
creek at Glenlyon 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Warburtons Bridge (above 
and right) is named after 
our Warburton family, who 
had an adjoining farm.  It is 
located within a bend of the 
scenic Loddon River in 
Glenluce. The bridge is 
located within the 
Castlemaine Diggings 
National Heritage Park, 
which harbours and 
protects culturally 
significant landscape and 
relics of the Victorian gold 
rush. The local council 
erected the bridge’s name 
after a request from the 
author 
 
 

 

Warburtons Bridge Campground, next to 
Warburtons Bridge, is a popular free 
camp for caravanners and campers 


