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This Newsletter
Welcome to the nineteenth issue of The Button Files.
This newsletter includes significant Warburton
Website posts since issue 18 in December 2019.
The articles in this Newsletter are as follows:

• Split and Amalgamation The story of how one
clan had to be split from a larger one, and how two
other clans were amalgamated.
• Gallery Developments This article describes a
reorganisation of my Picture Gallery, and
introduces some new photos.
• Sidney Warburton Sidney was one part of a three
part query I received. He led a colourful life despite
(or because of) the fact he was illegitimate, and he
was abandoned to live with his grandparents when
he was 6 years old.
• Geoffrey de Dutton An episode of The Bone
Detectives identified a skeleton interred at Norton
Priory as that of Geoffrey Dutton, ancestor of the
Warburtons, and led me to further research..
• The Butter Boggart of Old Lostock This is an
intriguing story of a poltergeist who haunted a
Warburton family in Old Lostock.
• Jinny, Jenny, Jane Robert Warburton married
Jinny Warburton in 1823 in Haslingden. This article
describes the identification of Robert and Jinny,
looks at other Jinnys, Jennys and Janes in the
Haslingden area.
• Partington Clan I have now completed and
published the Partington Clan, which includes the
old Pennsylvania Clan, and represents a branch of
the descendants of William Warburton who was
granted land in Partington in 1320. It is therefore
part of The Cheshire Group.
• George Warburton A query received through my
Contacts Page led to the chance discovery of
George, the son of Aaron of Dunham. Aaron’s will
indicated George had moved away, but now he, and
a number of descendants, have been found.
• Fort Warburton and Warburton Manor I was
alerted to the existence of Fort Warburton, and
Warburton Manor, which used to sit on the Maryland
bank of. The Potomac River. But why were they
called Warburton?

• Peter Warburton, Married 1806? This is a plea
for help.
• Capital and Innovation Some 17th century
tenant farmers seem to have had considerable
wealth. This article looks at a likely explanation.

• Ashley and Notts DNA Notes A discussion of the
results from DNA tests from the Ashley and Morley,
Nottinghamshire, and Western Australia clans.
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• Martha Warburton’s Sampler I have added a
new Photo to the Other Artefacts gallery. It is
described here.

• Rear Admiral Audley Lyne Warburton Audley
served in the US Navy in WW2 and Korea, being
present at Pearl Harbour in 1941. This is his story.

s	

Number: 20

Peter Warburton, Married 1806?
Peter Warburton was a Yeoman who married Hannah
Mitchall at Liverpool, St John on October 12th 1806. His
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descendant’s wife, Joan Warburton is researching his
tree and is interested to know if anyone has more
information on Peter.
He is not yet in one of my clans, and there are no
obvious records for a Peter of his age in the on-line
sources I’ve searched. Information on his death and age
at death would be a useful step forward.
My original plea for information yielded no results but
we are still keen to receive any clues. If you can help
please use the Comment Form on the website.

Capital and Innovation
An email conversation with Colin Warburton of the
Edenfield clan raised the question of the early Warburton
ancestors of the clan who were tenant farmers on the
Tottington Manor Estate and lived in Stubbins Hall. Colin
mused that they seemed ‘well off’ for tenant farmers. I
think my answer to him might be of general interest so I
have repeated it below. I believe the book mentioned,
Capital and Innovation can still be found on Amazon, at
least secondhand.
I have a book, Capital and Innovation by Charles
Foster. Charles was the archivist at Arley Hall, and
brother-in-law to the current Viscount Ashbrook. In the
book he describes how, in the early 16th century, news
laws were introduced which created ‘customary’ tenants
whose rents were fixed, and who could not be ejected.

afford a farmhouse grand enough to be called a Hall, and
to send his son to be educated at Cambridge.
Charles also describes a further peculiarity of North
Western culture. Wills split accumulated wealth amongst
all the sons of the families. This created numbers of
landless men with a bit of capital and a need to create a
livelihood. Many started small businesses, which in some
cases grew into larger ones. Charles’s book is about how
this and other local attributes were important factors in
the flowering of the Industrial Revolution in the NorthWest.
The value of a little capital in business generation was
brought home to me by a newspaper article that
described the Enterprise Allowance Scheme introduced
by Margaret Thatcher in 1981 which offered £40 per
week for a year to any young person starting a new
business. You needed £1,000 in loans or savings, and a
business plan, but otherwise there were very few
restrictions. The result was 100,000 people took up the
scheme, 65% of them were still running their business 18
months later, and one fifth were employing someone.

Rear Admiral Audley Lyne Warburton

In NW England these tenancies were typically held on 3
lives leases, in which the lease lasted until the death of
the last of three named persons. However, on payment of
a ‘fine’ to the landlord, when one of the three lives died,
he could be replaced by a new name. My direct
ancestors held a 3-lives lease in Hale Barns for 21
statute acres at 22s 10d per annum. This lease only died
when my 4x great Grandfather died in 1791.
These fixed rents had the effect of transferring
considerable wealth to the tenants. The actual value of
the land climbed considerably. Plots could be sub-let at a
considerable premium, and the value of produce from the
land outstripped the fixed cost of holding the land, even
allowing for the occasional ‘fine’ to the landlord.
Charles actually states in his introduction that “before
1640 a few of the small farmers of the North-West
became rich enough to educate their children for the
Church, the Law, and City of London companies”. This
exactly fits John Warburton of Stubbins Hall. My notes on
him state:
John went to Bolton School, and entered St. Johns
College, Cambridge in 1639, aged 17, and graduated. He
was an MA in 1664, and a minister on the Holcombe/
Edenfield circuit in 1667-91. He inherited Stubbins Hall,
but sold it in 1666. A Rental from 1662 shows John of
Stubbings was paying £2 0s 7 1/2d ancient rent plus £1
17s 11 1/2d for commons, encroachments, new
improvements and Alden rents. This was the third highest
rent in the Tottington Manor. He was also the first name
on the list of homagers of the court who swore an oath to
the validity of the Return.
I think this explains very well how a tenant farmer with
one of the largest holdings on the Tottington Estate could
One Name Study webpage: http://warburton.one-name.net

Rear Admiral Audley Lyne Warburton US Navy
1900-1974
Recent stories about various military Warburtons
prompted Leon Warburton of the Audley clan to draw my
attention to Real Admiral Audley Lyme Warburton of the
US Navy. I have been unable to find a full biography of
Audley, but Leon and I have been able to piece together
some information and a couple of photos. Audley is
included in a list of biographies on the Naval History and
Heritage Command website, but it is not one of the ones
digitised. If anyone has further information I would be
happy to add it. I have also updated the Audley clan with
additional details uncovered by the research.
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The Button Files
Audley was born on August 24th 1900 in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin. He was the youngest of 5 surviving children of
Christopher Warburton and Charlotte nee Lyne.
Christopher was born in Audley, Staffordshire in 1861,
and emigrated to Milwaukee around 1880 where he met
Charlotte and married her circa 1881.

1940. When the Korean War broke out on June 24th
1950 she was undergoing repairs at Long Beach,
California, but she was soon heading to join the 7th Fleet
in the Korean theatre.

Audley graduated from the US Naval Academy in 1924
and served for 32 years including service in world War II
and the Korean War.

Audley is also listed as the Commander of the USS
Prairie from September 1953 to March 1955. The Prairie
was a destroyer tender, also attached to the 7th Fleet.
Audley’s first few months on board coincided with a
period the ship was supporting Korean War operations.

On the December 6th 1941 Audley was appointed
Lieutenant Commander of the USS Sacramento docked
in Pearl Harbour the day before the Japanese attack.

Audley retired in 1956 and settled in Miami, Florida. He
died on April 7th 1974 at his home, 3110 Segovia, Coral
Gables. He was survived by his brother Harry.

Split and Amalgamation
I have been working on and off for some time on a new
Partington Clan (see later article). This is based on a tree
sent to me, probably a decade ago, by Cathy Warburton
in California. This included some early Partington families
and their descendants who occupied properties in
Heatley and Wet Gate in Lymm.
Cathy’s tree included lots of information, much based
on wills, and some speculative. In rationalising all of this I
realised that the new clan will incorporate the existing
Pennsylvania Clan.

USS Sacramento
The USS Sacramento was an old gunboat, originally
launched in 1914. Her history can be explored in a
Wikipedia entry. Entering Pearl Harbour on 15 August
1941, she was assigned to the Naval Coastal Force of
the 14th Naval District, with fellow gunboat Niagara and
U.S. Coast Guard patrol boats Reliance and Tiger. On the
December 6th 1941 Audley was appointed the
Sacramento’s Lieutenant Commander. It was the second
time he had commanded the vessel, being in charge from
late 1939 into 1940 when the Sacramento was a training
ship for 9th Naval District reservists on the Great Lakes.
At the time of the Japanese attack on 7 December
1941, the Sacramento was berthed in the Navy Yard’s
repair berth B-6. Sacramento’s battle stations were
manned by 08:00; two minutes later, her gun crews
opened fire on Japanese aircraft attacking “Battleship
Row” off Ford Island. Her batteries assisted in destroying
one enemy plane which crossed her bow 200 yds (180m)
ahead and later helped down another which was pressing
home an attack on the battleship Nevada. Her boat crews
participated in rescue and salvage operations throughout
the aftermath of the battle.
On June 6th 1944 Audley is listed as being in
command of the green assault group 125.4 attacking
Utah Beach. After D.Day he is listed as in command of
the US supply ship USS Guadalupe in 1950 /1951. This
is also mentioned in his mother’s obituary of May 1950.
The Guadalupe was a replenishment oiler, launched in
One Name Study webpage: http://warburton.one-name.net

Then recently, when I started my first serious proofread
of the clan I noted one glaring problem. The will of
Richard of Wet Gate, who died in 1781, referred to his
late brother John of Flixton, and his only (living) son
Thomas. However there is a considerable branch of
descendants of a Richard of Flixton who died in 1818,
and he was listed as a son of John.
If the will of Richard of Wet Gate is to be believed,
Richard of Flixton cannot be the son of John of Flixton.
Yet there is a total of 9 children of John of Flixton
baptised at St Michael, Flixton between 1736 and 1752,
including a Richard baptised in 1744, and a number of
them are mentioned in Richard of Wet Gate’s will.
However the records of this time do not include the
mother’s name so it is not impossible that two families
are mixed together.
Richard of Flixton was 76 on his burial record of
January 4th 1818, which would indicate a birth in 1741.
On the other hand, Richard uses many names for his
children that are used regularly in Partington Clan
families. Particularly notable are Christian, Peter and
George, as well as Richard itself.
So although it is probable that Richard of Flixton is
linked to the Partington Clan, I cannot ignore Richard of
Wet Gate’s will. I have concluded that the Richard
baptised in 1744 had died by 1781, and Richard of
Flixton’s parentage is therefore unknown. As I cannot link
him directly to the Partington Clan, I have published him
and his descendants as a separate Flixton Clan within
the Cheshire group. I hope a chance will arise to test this
relationship with a DNA test in due course.
One distraction from working on the Partington Clan
was information sent to me by Frances Roberts about her
Warburton ancestors. Principal of these was Joseph
Warburton who was born in 1837, just before the
introduction of civil registration. Joseph’s parents were
Page 3
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William and Hannah. William was a blacksmith, and
Joseph’s place of birth was recorded as Pendlebury or
Charlestown on censuses. Both are areas of Salford.
Hannah appears in the 1851 census as Hannah O, a
widow. Looking for her marriage I found Hannah Oakley
Fisher of Staffordshire who married William Warburton in
1832 in Eccles. Yet when I found her death registration
she was Hannah Osbourne Warburton, and Osbourne or
Osborne appears as a middle name amongst her children
and grandchildren.
I have found no baptism of a Hannah Fisher in the
1790s in Staffordshire with a middle name. However it
isn’t unusual for children born about that time to adopt a
mother’s maiden name, or other significant family
surname, as a middle name in later life. But I can’t be
sure whether Oakley was an error in the records, or
Hannah just changed her mind over which middle name
she liked most.
Unfortunately I can’t find the family in the 1841 census,
so William’s death could have occurred any time between
Joseph’s conception in 1836 and the 1851 census. An
obvious candidate was a William whose death was
registered at Salford in 1848, aged 47. This matched
some promising baptisms, including one at Flixton, but
they were all eliminated. The Flixton William appears in
the 1851 census, for example.
I also found a burial record from St Michael,
Manchester of the burial of William aged 47 which
described him as ‘from Salford Workhouse’. Although the
mention of Salford was encouraging, the workhouse
doesn’t fit well with Hannah’s described occupation in
1851 as a ‘proprietor of houses’.
Searching death registrations didn’t find any other
Williams of a suitable age, and from the correct place.
However when I looked for burials there is one on April
2nd 1837 at St James, Didsbury for William of
Pendlebury, aged 54. This seems a much better fit
because of the mention of Pendlebury, and because
William would be older than Hannah, not 4 years
younger.
His age also makes him an exact fit for a William
baptised on July 21st 1782 at Manchester Cathedral, the
son of George and Ellen. I found no other baptism that is
a serious contender, and the son of George and Ellen
had not been explored, although he does feature in the
Ashley and Morley Clan.
I had intended to publish Frances’s ancestors as a new
Salford Clan, but I can find no reason not to identify
William as the son of George and Ellen, so I have
amalgamated them as a new line in the Ashley and
Morley clan, and published the updated version.
Results of a DNA test from the Ashley and Morley Clan
showing its links with the Nottinghamshire Clan, and the
family of Samuel Warburton of Western Australia are
discussed in an article below.

Gallery Developments
James of Partington’s Bible

One Name Study webpage: http://warburton.one-name.net

On June 23rd I Posted on a bible that originally
belonged to James Warburton of Partington and his
second wife Charlotte Burgess. It then passed to Rosalyn
Warburton who married a descendant of James and his
third wife, Emma Barlow.
Rosalyn has now sent me a number of images from the
bible, as well as some images of Certificates of
Registration, a couple of pages from an old ledger, and a
photo of one of James’s weddings.
I have assembled these into a Page called James of
Partington’s Bible which can be found under Warburton
Artefacts in the Gallery.

Gallery Reorganisation
I have taken the opportunity of adding a new page to
reorganise the Gallery. I reported back in May that part of
my website overhaul was to use a new piece of software
to manage my Galleries, but I had only converted a
subset of the Gallery Pages. I have now completed that
conversion, and have reorganised the Pages in the
process.
The Gallery Menu now has three submenus:
• Warburton Artefacts. This has further submenus that
link to Pages for specific artefacts (listed in alphabetical
order) plus a page for Other Artefacts. This is a
collection of Artefacts which only have one or two
photos.
• Newsletter Stories and Collections. This has further
submenus that link to Pages of illustrations related to
stories, or collections of photos, that have appeared in
various Issues of The Button Files. In some cases there
are more photos than appeared in the original article.
Articles with 5 or more photos have their own Page for
illustrations. They are in order of appearance in the
newsletters.
• Other Newsletter Photos. This collects all other
illustrations from The Button Files that have not
appeared on any of the above Pages. Again they are in
order of appearance in the newsletters.

Omissions
In the process I discovered some omissions. These are
included below.
Dame Anne Warburton
In June 2015 I posted on the obituary of Dame Anne in
The Daily Telegraph.By Googling ‘Dame Anne Warburton’
you can find several such obituaries, and her Wikipedia
entry.
Dame Anne is famous for being the first British female
ambassador when she took up her post in Denmark in
1976. I only learned of her existence when reading the
biography of her father Eliot Warburton MC.
She led a mission to Bosnia-Herzegovina in 1993 and
her report established that rape was being used as a
strategy for ethnic cleansing and led in part to the
establishment of the International Criminal Court.
She also developed Lucy Cavendish college at the
University of Cambridge, a college for mature women,
from recent start-up to established college.
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Dame Anne Warburton

In December 2018 I posted that Piers Richard
Warburton, Ann’s nephew, had just completed her
biography. It is available in paperback and Kindle from
Amazon.
The family belong to the Garryhinch clan, and are
descended from George of Aughrim. So here Is another
distinguished figure from that clan.
Paterson, New Jersey
There was a Page in the Gallery called Paterson, New
Jersey containing 3 photos that have never appeared in
the newsletter. Two of them are shown below. They were
sent to me by Lionel Toole.

152 Governor Street, Paterson, New Jersey
The house at 152 Governor Street was where James
Warburton and his wife Martha lived in Patterson, New
Jersey in 1892/3
There were close links between Paterson and
Macclesfield from 1830 onwards, based on a shared
involvement in the silk industry. By 1900 there were 3,000
Macclesfield people living in Paterson. It seems that as a
tailor, James was not directly involved in the silk industry
though it was probably an important raw material in his
tailoring business. The Macclesfield-Paterson link can
also be seen in the Wilmslow clan.
William Henry Warburton and his Sons and
Daughters
I discovered a photo and story that were set to me by
Warren Warburton.
From left to right are William Henry Warburton with his
daughters Clarice and Beatrice, and sons William and
Warren. A fifth sibling, Marion, was a very young child
who died in the great influenza outbreak after WW1.
William Henry’s wife Sarah Ellen nee Hoyles is not in the
photo as she passed away on the 13th day of February
1942.

James Warburton and Martha Jane Toole
James Warburton was born on on February 1st 1850 in
Macclesfield. He can be found in the Greater Hale Barns
clan. He was a master tailor who married Martha Jane
Toole in 1874. They emigrated to Paterson, New Jersey
in 1886. James died in 1907.

One Name Study webpage: http://warburton.one-name.net

William Henry and Sarah Ellen were originally from
Bolton. Along with their first born infant child Clarice they
booked passage on the Titanic with the dream of
emigrating to America, but in a twist of fate Clarice got
very sick and they were not allowed to board. The Titanic
steamed off without them. On the 15th day of April, 1912
in the North Atlantic, she hit an iceberg and sank with the
loss of over 1500 souls.
Page 5
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Maybelle Warburton
Margo Duran sent me this picture of her great
grandmother.

Later that year William Henry and his family
successfully emigrated to Boston on the White Star Line
steamship Cymric. The photo and story were provided by
William Henry’s grandson Warren, son of Warren.
Papal Marriage Dispensation

Sidney Warburton
I recently received an enquiry from Karen Anderson
about her grandmother, Elizabeth Warburton. There were
three parts to the query:
Trudy Norbury sent me a link to the following
magnificently preserved document. It resides in
Manchester University Library and oncerns the marriage
of Wise Piers Warburton, the builder of Arley Hall.
It was included in Issue 14 of The Button Files, but
never previously added to the Gallery.

Elizabeth’s father was born in Flintshire so Karen
wondered about the origins of the Flintshire Warburtons.
Autosomal DNA results made Karen wonder if
Elizabeth was illegitimate.
Elizabeth herself did have an illegitimate son called
Sidney who she abandoned aged 6 when she moved to
London. Sidney had a colourful life before disappearing
from view in the 1950s. Karen has related what she
knows of Sidney’s life and wonders if anyone has further
information

Flintshire Warburtons
Norman Warburton in his book Warburton: The Village
and the Family says one family is known to have settled
One Name Study webpage: http://warburton.one-name.net
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in Flintshire by 1408. I don’t know the source of this
information but at that time the only records usually relate
to significant families such as the Warburtons of
Warburton and Arley Hall.

6th cousins. Also to get a match you are reliant on a
cousin also being interested to test their DNA. Therefore I
don’t believe the lack of Warburton cousins, or cousins
with shared Warburton ancestors, is significant.

In my research I have documented the family of John
Warburton of Ince in Cheshire. In the 1871 census John
is aged 65 and gives his place of birth as Holywell,
Flintshire. In 2 other census he is from Wales, and once
he is from Ince. I know his father was Joseph from the
parish record of his second marriage. I have called the
family the Flintshire family though its members mostly
lived in Cheshire or Liverpool.

As for matches related to Warburtons Karen doesn’t
share, it should be remembered that Warburton is not
uncommon as a name in NW England so it wouldn’t be
unusual for people with Cheshire (and Lancashire)
ancestors to have Warburton marriages amongst them. It
might be that some of these Warburtons married into
other lines of ancestors. As an example I found I have a
match that included the name Burgess, which I know as
the name of my great grandfather George Warburton’s
mother. However it turned out that this Burgess link was
on my paternal grandmother’s maternal line.

The significance of this family is a Y-chromosome
match with clans (including mine) which are believed to
be descended from the Warburton of Warburton and
Arley Hall. It would seem quite likely the early Flintshire
family were a cadet branch of the main family.
Censuses show several Warburton families in
Flintshire, or originating in Flintshire. It isn’t possible to
say if these were all linked to the 1408 family. Some may
be the result of later migrations from Cheshire. Future Ychromosome DNA tests might provide some answers.
There is scope to document the various families and
endeavour to link them together. There is information
from Flintshire parish records on FindMyPast and
FamilySearch, but I’m not sure if is complete, or how far
back it will go.

Is Elizabeth Illegitimate?
Karen suspects her grandmother Elizabeth may not
have been sired by Joseph, the man on her birth
certificate, because her autosomal DNA matches on
AncestryDNA do not include anyone descended from her
Warburton ancestors, and some of her matches are
related to Warburtons she is not related to. However she
does have a DNA match (4th-6th cousin) with someone
descended from Eliza Piercy, who is related to Elizabeth
Piercy, Joseph’s mother. Karen also comments that she
believes none of Joseph’s siblings had children.
Elizabeth’s birth was registered at West Derby in the
third quarter of 1895 with a mother’s maiden name of
Griffiths. The marriage of Joseph Warburton and Phoebe
Griffiths was registered at Liverpool in the first quarter of
1895. So Phoebe was pregnant when she married,
though this is not unusual. In the 1911 census Joseph is
a Police Constable living with Phoebe Jane. They had
been married 16 years and had 2 children both living.
These are Elizabeth (15), and Violet (8). A third daughter,
Ivy P Warburton was registered at West Derby in the
second quarter of 1912.
My view is that autosomal evidence does not indicate
that Elizabeth was illegitimate. In fact the match with a
Piercy believed to be related to Joseph’s mother
Elizabeth Piercy would appear to disprove the idea. The
only way Elizabeth Piercy’s DNA could get to Karen
would be via Joseph.
Many lines of descent peter out over time. We can see
that Elizabeth only had 2 sisters, and Joseph’s sibling are
believed to have had no descendants. Therefore any
Warburton cousins must be 4th cousins or greater.
Autosomal DNA is not particularly reliable beyond about
One Name Study webpage: http://warburton.one-name.net

Sidney Warburton
Sidney Warburton was born on August 8th 1918 at 85
Manningham Road, West Derby, Liverpool. His birth was
registered at Liverpool with a mother’s maiden name of
Warburton.
His mother (Karen’s grandmother) Elizabeth Warburton
was 23 and is listed as ‘a housekeeper’ and the informant
on his birth certificate. As Elizabeth never worked in
service it is presumed she helped her mother in the
house. Her youngest sister was only 6 when Sidney was
born.
Elizabeth upped and left Liverpool in 1924 as soon as
her father died, taking his Police pension with her.
Elizabeth never saw any of the family again. However
she knew of her mother’s death in 1945 and made a trip
to Liverpool with Karen’s mother (then aged 16). It is
believed she had remained in contact with a member of
the family who was thought to be her maternal aunt, but
was in fact her half sister.
By this time, Elizabeth had changed her name to Mary,
and knocked 8 years off her age, covering her tracks.
It’s doubtful if Sidney ever knew Elizabeth was his
mother. He grew up and was known to be ‘someone
connected to the family, probably adopted or illegitimate’,
according to one of Elizabeth’s younger sister’s children.
He was not a pleasant fellow even then from her
memory.
Phoebe J Warburton is still living at 85 Manningham
Road in the 1939 Register , along with Ivy Prescott (later
Lewis), and one other whose record is closed. As
Elizabeth’s other sister Violet was married by this time
and appears in the register with her husband, Edward BP
Lloyd, and their family, this closed record must be Sidney.
The fact that it is closed means the National Health
Service has never been made aware of his death.
Sidney married Olive Love in 1942 whilst serving in the
RAF at Loughborough. Sidney named his father as
Joseph Warburton (actually his grandfather), Policeman,
deceased. It appears the marriage did not last. Olive had
remarried by 1949 and emigrated to Australia. According
to her nieces, Sidney had by this time assumed the name
of ‘Rex’, and was constantly being looked for by the RAF
military police for absconding or not being at his post. He
was eventually booted out of the RAF for constantly
being AWOL. Olive’s (twin) sister’s daughter said he was
Page 7
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always on the cadge for money and pulled some
elaborate scams, often involving their family.
Around this time (late 1940’s) he was involved in petty
theft and was convicted, and imprisoned for short
periods. A report from The Daily Mirror dated 11th Feb,
1948 reports that Sidney was in court with another man
(possibly a theatre clown) for theft from the Savoy Hotel
in London. The report says Sidney had booked a room
under an assumed name, Wing Commander Ridley
Martin, and had prised open the interconnecting door to
the next room and stolen £800’s worth of clothing.
In the third quarter of 1951 a man called Sidney Rex
Warburton married a Diana Yvonne Titmas, daughter of a
dentist Oscar Titmas. Sidney’s age was given as 34, and
Diana’s was 22. It seems the marriage was doomed from
the start. By 1952/3 she had applied for divorce.
The attempt for divorce was reported in various papers
in July 1953. Diana got special dispensation to bring the
petition before 3 years marriage. The reports said that
she had returned to her father within 4 days of marriage,
having been living in hotel rooms whilst with Sidney. He
wasn’t what she thought he was. Sidney appealed and
her petition was denied, in spite of the court being told he
had returned to petty crime
A report of a further hearing appeared on 2nd
December 1955 in the Buckinghamshire Examiner. This
time Sidney did not defend the action, and the judge said
he had deserted Diana.
A Diana Y Warburton, of the correct age, was still living
in Marylebone area in 1965 apparently on her own. She
appears in Electoral Registers for London SW1 up to
2010. It would appear that she never remarried, and her
4 days with Sidney was her only experience of married
life.
In the 1950s Sidney was living in Marylebone, London.
He is referred to in newspaper cuttings as a theatrical
agent. Thereafter he disappears from view. He may have
assumed a new name to whitewash his past. He was a
bit of a Walter Mitty by all accounts. Alternatively he might
have moved abroad, though no emigration records have
been found.
No death registration has been found for Sidney up to
2007, nor any registration with a similar name and with a
birth date of August 8th 1918. This would tie in with the
fact his record on the 1939 Register is still closed.
Karen’s mother never knew any of Sidney’s existence,
nor anything about her mother’s previous life or family,
except that she came from Liverpool, her Welsh father
was a policeman and very strict, and her mother was
called Phoebe and was also Welsh. Karen feels there is a
story behind the bare facts that Joseph took early
retirement in the year Elizabeth had Sidney, meaning
they had to move from a large house in Bridewell,
Liverpool to a 2 up, 2 down, house in Manningham Road,
and why Elizabeth pinched her father’s pension before he
was even cold, and fled south and didn’t return til her
mother was dead.
Intriguingly Elizabeth always insisted that neither she
nor Karen’s mother could celebrate their birthdays, which
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were on the 3rd and 4th August, but they would celebrate
together on the 8th August, Sidney’s birthday.

Geoffrey de Dutton
My thanks to Sharon Wormold who alerted me to an
episode of the Bone Detectives on Channel 4 last
Saturday night (Series 2 Episode 3). I had missed it but
was able to download it from Catch Up.
It concerned the identification of a skeleton found in the
Nave of Norton Priory in Runcorn Cheshire, as Geoffrey.
My wife then googled Geoffrey and found an article on
the Manchester Metropolitan website called A
Transformed Life? Geoffrey Dutton, the Fifth Crusade,
and the Holy Cross of Norton by Dr Kathryn Hurlock.
The significance of Geoffrey is that, as the son of Adam
de Dutton, and grandfather of Peter (Piers) de Weberton,
he is the ancestor of the Warburtons of Arley Hall, and, if
my interpretation of the DNA evidence is correct, anyone
who is part of the Cheshire Group.
The Dutton family were benefactors of Norton Priory,
and subsequently had a family chapel established there.
Geoffrey was a Knight and Cheshire landholder. In 1218
he joined the Fifth Crusade as part of a Cheshire
contingent lead by Ranulf, Earl of Chester, and consisting
of up to 100 knights and their retinues. Another Knight
was John de Lacy, probably Geoffrey’s brother-in-law.
The Fifth Crusade went to Egypt and established itself
at Damietta. However disaster struck when the crusaders
were defeated at the battle of Mansourrah on August 5th
1220. By this time Ranulf had returned home, and
Geoffrey also returned safely to England, where he was
subsequently referenced in various documents.
On one of these documents Geoffrey attached a seal
depicting two hands holding a palm frond. This could be
taken as meaning he had made a pilgrimage to
Jerusalem, and it would have been possible for him to
make such a pilgrimage before returning home as the
Muslim authorities in Jerusalem would allow unarmed
crusaders to make such a visit. However there is also
evidence that partaking in a Crusade, even to Egypt, was
sufficient to allow the use of such a seal.
More significantly Geoffrey brought back a relic, a piece
of the True Cross, which he gifted to Norton Priory. This
in itself was sufficient to earn him a resting place in a
prime position in the Nave of the Priory. It is probable he
was only feet away from where his gift was mounted on
the Rood Screen that separated the Nave from the
Chancel.
The other reflection on Geoffrey’s Crusade was the
incorporation of a Saracen’s Head on the Warburton Coat
of Arms. It is questionable whether he ever actually
removed a Saracen’s head, or this is this is just a
symbolic reference to a Warburton ancestor.
Geoffrey died around 1248, and his skeleton was on full
display in the TV programme. It was said to be of a man
in his 50s, meaning he was born around 1190. This
contrasts with the date I have in the Arley family tree of
1170, which is mainly based on the tree in Ormerod’s
History of Cheshire. I should probably update it some
time.
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More startling were two other conclusions from the
programme. Firstly, in common with about 20% of the
many skeletons unearthed at Norton Priory, he suffered
from a version of a bone thickening disease called
Paget’s Disease.
Secondly he was murdered, probably while at prayer.
This conclusion was based on a cut mark which ran down
his upper spine, and looks like it was inflicted by a sword
at the time of his death. No explanation of who did this, or
why, was offered.
When Steve Warburton saw my original Post he asked:
just how certain I was that my interpretation of the DNA
evidence is correct, and anyone who is part of the
Cheshire Group is connected by DNA to Geoffrey de
Dutton?
My answer was:
The answer has to be “probably: 90% certain”. I say
this because it is the most plausible explanation of the
known facts that:
• Geoffrey is indeed the ancestor of the Warburtons of
Arley Hall, but they died out in the main line in 1813.
• The several clans in the Cheshire Group share a
similar Y-chromosome with a unique shared SNP. The
group also falls into two halves which mirror the
historical record that Peter de Werberton had a son by
his second wife who gained lands in Partington, whilst
his heirs continued the line at Arley Hall. At least one
clan (the Pennsylvania clan, currently being extended
into a Partington clan} has origins in Partington, and
another uses a name Hamlett, which is associated with
the Partington families.
• The Cheshire Group also share slightly earlier SNPs
with groups of Duttons suggesting an earlier shared
common ancestor between the main Dutton lines and
the Dutton/Warburton line. The dating of this common
ancestor is also consistent with the historical record i.e
occurring about 1000 years ago.
There are two bits of information that would lift the
probability to 100%:
1. A matching Dutton DNA result with a documented
pedigree back to the early Duttons. Such a pedigree
exists but I haven’t identified a living Dutton
connected to it to take the test.
2. Evidence of shared SNPs in Normandy or Northern
France. Unfortunately not much testing has been
done in that region. In fact prior to the DuttonWarburton split there is a long list of about 40 shared
SNPs which exhibits no branches. It’s difficult to
believe there weren’t any so where are those distant
cousins hiding?
In my mind this interpretation is sound, but logically
there is still that small element of doubt there could be
another explanation for the shared Dutton-Warburton
DNA as both names are common in north Cheshire.

The Butter Boggart of Old Lostock
Joan Hudson sent me a link to the story of The Butter
Boggart of Old Lostock by Peter Rogerson. It is a curious
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tale that was reported in Manchester newspapers on
February 4th 1854.
It concerns a family who were living in a thatched two
story cottage between Stretford and Barton Bridge. The
cottage was one of a pair, but the other was unoccupied.
The family consisted of Samuel Warburton, aged 60, his
wife Ann nee Royle, aged 65, and Samuel’s younger
brother William (54) a schoolmaster. Also living with them
was Ann’s great niece Mary Maria Hopwood, aged 12.
It was reported that “there had been innumerable
instances of butter spontaneously and marvellously
presenting itself, on the floor, the furniture, and the
clothing, and even the beds of the occupants, for which
they could assign no cause, and by which they were very
much alarmed”.
The newspaper articles reported in Peter Rogerson’s
story recount these happenings in some detail, but they
fail to provided an explanation. The remoteness of the
cottage precludes an agency outside the family and
suspicion falls on either William or young Mary depending
on which newspaper is reporting the mystery. The story
wasn’t followed up by any of the papers.
One explanation of the period would have been the
actions of a boggart (a spirit or poltergeist). Boggarts
were quite well known in the district, and a road near the
cottage was the haunt of a notorious boggart, though noone ever seems to have given a clear description of it.
Samuel and William Warburton were the sons of
William Warburton and his wife Betty Muddiman, and the
grandsons of John Owen alias Warburton. I Posted about
John Owen or Warburton last June , and Joan contacted
me as she was also related to the Urmston clan and
interested in the identity of John.
John Owen alias Warburton was referenced in Peter
Rogerson’s notes, and it is one of the few references to
him, though it is obviously based on the original parish
record of William’s baptism. A further indication of a family
link is the 1851 census which has William junior, the
schoolmaster, lodging with John Owen a farmer at
Pownall Fee (Wilmslow) in Cheshire, who was born in
Urmston.
Further investigation has discovered that the John
Owen of the census was baptised John Warbutton (sic)
Owen, and his parents were Thomas Owen and Hannah
nee Warburton.
Investigations into Hannah’s origins were inconclusive,
and no further light has fallen on the identity of John
Owen or Warburton.
I have updated the Urmston clan with details from the
story.

Jinny, Jenny, Jane
Steven Carr contacted me recently concerning a Robert
Warburton, weaver of Pleasant Street, Haslingden who
married a Jinny Warburton of Burgessbank at
Haslingden, St James on 31 March 1823. They had the
following children:
• Thomas, baptised on July 13th 1823; abode Pleasant
Street.
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• Ellen, born on June 26th 1827, baptised on April 6th
1834; abode Club Houses.

1823, though they were in Club Houses on the baptism of
their subsequent children.

• John, born December 11th 1829, baptised on April 6th
1834; abode Club Houses.

Robert was still from Old Club Houses on his burial
record in 1836.

• Luke, born on August 11th 1832, baptised on April 6th
1834; abode Club Houses.

Mary nee Elston’s eldest son Thomas is also known to
have lived in Pleasant Street and Club Houses during the
1820s. In fact the two locations are intermixed on the
baptism and burial records of his children suggesting they
are two terms for the same place.

Robert, the father, then died and was buried on
16/10/1836, abode Old Club Houses, aged 35 (i.e. born
1801).
Jinny then re-married to Henry Rishton on 30th Aug
1840 at St Mary’s Bury. Both were said to be living at
Holcombe. Jinny (now Jane) was the daughter of James
Warburton.
This ties in with my family #74 on the Haslingden
Families list, though I have a 5th child, Robert. It is also
supported by the 1841 census where Henry Rishton (35),
and June (35, this is presumed a misspelling of Jane),
and a new child James Rishton (7 months), are living with
Thomas Warburton (15), Ellen Warburton (14), John
Warburton (10), Luke Warburton (8) and Robert
Warburton (3). The family have not been found in
subsequent censuses.
Stephen was keen to identify Robert and Jane/Jinny
Warburton.

Robert Warburton
There is no hard evidence as to who Robert’s father
was. The nearest in age, and born locally, is the son of
Robert and Mary nee Elston who was baptised on May
14th 1797. The abode on the baptism is Pack Barn.
However Robert’s age on his burial record should be 39
rather than the 35 that is recorded.
Looking more widely at Roberts born around 1801, just
one seems an exact fit. The son of Thomas and Rachel
of Elton was born on August 4th 1801 and baptised
October 17th 1801 at Bury, St Mary. Thomas was a
blacksmith, and Robert who was also a blacksmith,
married Sarah Isherwood on 24 Nov 1823 at Bury, St
Mary. Robert and Sarah appeared in censuses, and
Robert’s death is probably that registered in the second
quarter of 1880 at Bury aged 78. This Robert can
therefore be discounted.
A couple of other Roberts born around that time,
another at Elton, and one in Lymm, can also be shown to
have lives of there own, though one baptised in Heywood
in 1802 has not been matched to any other records.
As for deaths or burials matching a birth in 1797, none
has been found.
Stephen discovered some geographical links Robert
and Mary nee Elston and Robert the husband of Jinny/
Jane:

This close geographical link, combined with any
contradictory records for a Robert born in 1797, or 1801,
suggest that Robert’s stated age of 35 on his 1836 burial
record is incorrect, and the most likely solution (although
caveated) is that Jinny’s husband and Mary nee Elston’s
son are in fact the same person.
Since Stephen has developed lines of descent for two
of Robert and Jinny’s sons this adds a new line to the
Haslingden clan, which I will add in due course.

Jinny/Jane Warburton
To help establish the identity of Jinny/Jane, Stephen
has identified 6 Jane/Jinny/Jenny Warburtons born
between 1785 and 1805:
1. Jenny baptised on 8 May 8th 1787 at Haslingden,
the daughter of John & Anne nee Birtwistle.
2. Jenny baptised on 16 March 16th 1794 at
Haslingden, the daughter of Robert & Alice nee
Duckworth.
3. Jinny born July 21st 1797, and baptised on August
13th 1797 at Bury, the daughter of John and Betty
nee Lord of Tottington. Jinny had an illegitimate son
in 1823. This family lived in Harwood between Bolton
and Bury.
4. Jane baptised on June 24th 1798 at Haslingden,
the daughter of James & Ann nee Hargreaves.
5. Jenny baptised on January 6th 1799 at Haslingden,
the daughter of James & Ellen nee Duckworth .
6. Jinny baptised on Nov 13th 1803 at Tottington, the
daughter of James and Ann.
There were no burials that might apply to these
baptisms, but there are 5 marriages between 1817 and
1825:
1. Jane married James Mallan on February 10th 1817
at Haslingden.
2. Jenny married Richard Hoyle on April 10th 1817 at
Haslingden. Although Jenny was named Jenny she
signed as Jane.
3. Jinny married Richard Warburton on March 31st
1823 at Haslingden.

Mary Warburton (nee Elston) died the wife of Robert of
Pleasant Street, Haslingden in March 1819.

4. Jane married James Buckley on June 20th 1824 at
Bury.

Robert was from Pleasant Street on his marriage to
Jinny in March 1823.

5. Jane married Joseph Leach on February 10th 1825
at Bury, witnessed by Samuel and Alice Warburton.

Robert Warburton and Jinny were still at Pleasant
Street when their son Thomas was baptised in June
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We know from her second marriage that Jinny/Jane’s
father was James, so we can rule out the first three
baptisms.
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In 1841 Jane and Henry Rishton were at Holden Hall,
Haslingden. Jane’s age is 35 .As ages were rounded
down to nearest 5 years she could have been born
between second half of 1801, and first half of 1806. The
only baptism that fits these dates fits is the daughter of
James and Ann of Tottington baptised on Nov 13th 1803.
This baptism doesn’t appear in Lancashire Online Parish
Clerks, but there is an image on Ancestry.
This was also the only daughter of a James to be called
Jinny on her baptism, and she was too young for the
1817 marriages.

Other Marriages
Steve collected data on some of the other marriages.
Marriage 1 – to James Mallan
The family of James Mallan is problematic because
whilst they go by the name Mallan on their marriage,
there are two baptisms recorded as Melling and once as
Milling. These three likely baptisms are:
1. Ellen Milling baptised on July 27th 1817, abode
Sheep’s Green.
2. Mary Melling baptised on September 17th 1820
abode Sheep’s Green. She probably had an
illegitimate son Henry buried at 8 weeks old on May
8th 1844, abode Sheep’s Green.
3. Thomas Melling baptised on January 3rd 1825, and
buried 18 May 1825, abode Sheep’s Green.
They haven’t been found in the 1841 or 1851 censuses,
and no death or burial record has been identified for
Jane.
The marriage record uses the name Jane, rather than
Jenny, and the baptismal records also use the name
Jane.
The family live in Sheep’s Green, but both the families
of James and Ann Hargreaves (parents of Jane #4), and
James and Ellen Duckworth(the parents of Jane #5) were
associated with Sheep’s Green. However James and Ann
named their daughter Jenny so Jane #4 is the most likely
candidate.
Marriage 2 – to Richard Hoyle
There are several baptisms at Haslingden which reveal
that Richard Hoyle was a Cordwainer. Also the mother on
all the baptisms is Jane.
1. Alice baptised on May 17th 1818.
2. Hannah baptised on May 2nd 1824.
3. James baptised on May 2nd 1824.
4. Jane baptised on May 6th 1827.
5. Mary Anne baptised on March 8th 1829.
6. Thomas baptised on December 25th 1831.
7. Richard baptised on October 5th 1834, and buried
on16 March 16th 1835.
8. Samuel baptised on August 7th 1836, and buried on
September 30th 1836.
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The family were at Silver Street, Haslingden in the 1841
census, and Jane is said to be 46. Richard and four of
the children were at Silver Street in the 1851 census.
Jane is not present, although Richard is not recorded as
widowed. She is possibly the Jane Hoyle aged 56, born
in Haslingden, and visiting in Ashton-under-Lyne. By the
1861 census Jane is back in Silver Street but has
increased her age to 69. She hasn’t been found in the
1871 census so is most probably the Jane of Haslingden
who was buried at Haslingden, St James on November
21st 1864, aged 72.
This isn’t a close fit with any of the baptisms, but is
closest to that of Jenny #2, the daughter of Robert &
Alice nee Duckworth, baptised on 16 March 16th 1794.
Although she seems to prefer to be Jane once she is
married, she is baptised and married as Jenny. However
she is inconsistent wit her age. And at least the 1841 and
1851 census ages are a good fit. Finally, they named
their eldest daughter Alice possibly after Jenny’s mother.
Marriages 4 and 5
The families of Jane and James Buckley and Jane and
Joseph Leach have not been found in censuses.

Partington Clan
I have now completed a new clan called the Partington
Clan, which incorporates and replaces the previously
published Pennsylvania Clan. In doing so it virtually
doubles its size.
The Warburtons of Partington are descended from
William Warburton who was granted land in Parington in
1320. It is therefore an old and important clan. Although I
have an old DNA result from the Pennsylvania clan which
shows it is part of the Cheshire group, I am very keen to
get a BigY-700 result from the clan. There are other clans
within the Cheshire group I also believe are ultimately
descended from William, as shown on the Cheshire
Group Haplotree. Hence my recent offer of a $250
subsidy to one BigY-700 test, or Y37 to Big Y-700
upgrade from any of the Cheshire Group clans which
show on the Cheshire Group Haplotree under William of
Partington.
The published clan starts with John of Partington who
died and left a will in 1604.
The previously published Pennsylvania Clan describes
the descendants of George Warburton and Mary
Chandler. George was the son of George of Partington
who was baptised at Warburton in 1674.
The Pennsylvania branch was established when John
Warburton and Mary nee Sadler took their family to
America in 1816.
This tree was was developed from a tree sent to me
some years ago by Cathy Warburton of California. It was
on my to do list for a long time, and I have been working
on it on and off for a couple of years. Cathy had collected
a lot of information from wills and parish records which I
have checked through and built on.
The Pennsylvania branch is based on that recorded on
the Sullivan County Settlers site by Lyle Rockwell and
Larry Pardoe at: http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/
~pasulliv/settlers/settlers53/settlers53.htm (referred to as
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the Settlers Site). They in turn took their information from
the John & Mary Sadler Warburton Family Bible, and it
particular the Diary (referred to as the Family Diary), in
possession of their GGGgrandson George Robert
Warburton, born in 1930, together with information from
George on the descendants of George T. Warburton, son
of John & Mary Warburton.
I recently published the Flixton clan which was
originally part of Cathy’s tree, though she had pointed out
the anomaly that the identification of Richard, who heads
the Flixton clan was suspect because, according to his
uncle’s will, he shouldn’t have been alive after 1781 and
he lived until 1818. Therefore, although Richard’s choice
of names for his children makes it likely he is linked to the
Partington clan, I cannot contradict the evidence from the
will, especially as it is compounded by an anomaly in
Richard’s age at death.
I also discovered that a family I included in the
Altrincham clan should be in the Partington Clan, so I
have published an updated Altrincham clan..

George Warburton
In 1729 Aaron Warburton of Dunham died leaving a will
in which the main beneficiary was his daughter Alice.
However he also included the following stipulations:
And if it should so happen that my son George
Warburton return to Cheshire and live and settle there
then my will and mind is that my daughter Alice
Warburton shall pay to my son George Warburton the
yearly sum of 5 pounds...
My will and mind is that in case my son George
Warburton gives my daughter Alice or Ann an disturbance
in the Law the his annuity of five pound per annum shall
cease and the said George Warburton shall only receive
the sum of five shillings from my Executors…
George’s baptism doesn’t appear in the Bowdon parish
register, but it is in the Bishop’s Transcripts dated
February 22nd 1700/1. Until recently that was all I knew
of George.
The other day I was researching a question I received
via my Contact Page. As an after though I decided to
search for the principal character in this query, one
Thomas Warburton who married in 1806, in Ancestry’s
Public Trees. To my surprise I found he was represented
in over 100 trees.
Many of these trees identified Thomas’s grandfather as
George. There were different versions of George. In one
he was baptised in 1704 at Budworth, and in another in
1700 at Bowdon. There were also 2 versions of his wife,
one being Mary Glave who he married in 1722, and who
died in 1748, the other being Mary Gleave who died in
1775/7. There was no marriage record identified for the
second Mary. What both versions of George had in
common was that he had a son William born in 1731, and
he died on December 3rd 1782, aged 82, and was buried
at Witton-cum-Twambrooks on December 5th.
The most interesting record was the record of the
marriage to Mary Glave at Salford on February 14th
1722. In it George was ‘of Massy in the parish of Boden’.
Mary was from Witton. So this looks very much like the
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son of Aaron, especially because he was literally outside
the county of Cheshire. Also his age at death is a close fit
in that if he wasn’t strictly 82, he was in his 82nd year.
I also discovered a marriage Oath for Thomas’s 1806
marriage to Hanna Hewitt which states he was a butcher
from Lostock in the parish of Witton, father William, also a
butcher. Thomas and Hannah went on to have 11
children baptised at Great Budworth so this promises to
be a large new branch to the Warburtons of Hale Barns.
William in turn was buried at Witton-cum-Twambrooks
in 1816 and his detailed burial record describes him as a
butcher from Lostock, aged 85, and the son of George
and Mary of Lostock.
Unfortunately there is no baptism record for William.
The only baptism I have found that relates to George of
Lostock is that of a son George in 1735. However, if we
take Aaron’s will literally, George was not living in
Cheshire in 1729, and the implication is he was a bit
further away than Salford. He only definitely moved to
Lostock by 1735 so he could have lived elsewhere, even
abroad, for up to 13 years.
Although there is no cluster of children’s baptisms,
including a William, that might identify where George
was, it can’t be discounted that George and Mary had
William, and maybe other children before they returned to
Cheshire. Maybe he returned to claim his inheritance.

Fort Warburton and Warburton Manor
Jimmy Warburton has alerted me to the fact that one of
the earliest forts built by the newly independent United
States was called Fort Warburton. A search of the internet
will reveal a number of articles on the fort.
It was built in 1808, on the Maryland bank of the
Potomac River, as part of a series of forts designed to
protect from any fallout from the Napoleonic Wars.
However in 1814, when a British fleet approached, its
commander destroyed the fort and retreated. It seems
that the fort was already sometimes referred to as Fort
Washington, and when it was subsequently rebuilt that is
how it was formally named .
Fort Warburton was sited on Digges peninsular, part of
the extensive estates of the Digges family. Edward
Digges was a Governor of Virginia in 1655/6, a silk
pioneer, and tobacco producer. By 1680 his son William
Digges, a Deputy Governor of Maryland, had been
granted extensive land and property in that state. This
included Warburton Manor, located on 1200 acres
bounded by Piscataway Creek, Swan Creek and the
Potomac River.
Warburton Manor was located directly across the
Potomac from Mount Vernon, the home of George
Washington. George and his wife Martha were friends of
Thomas Digges, the then owner of Warburton Manor, and
were frequent visitors, crossing the river by boat. George
and Thomas also had a means of communicating by
signals.
The manor was destroyed in 1819 when Fort
Washington was rebuilt. The site is now part of the Fort
Washington National Park. The Warburton name is
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preserved as a street name in a neighbouring
development.
The one element that is missing from this story is the
origin of the Warburton name in this area. It seems the
area already carried the Warburton name when the land
was first granted to William Digges, so it was presumably
named by an earlier explorer, settler or colonial official,
but I have found nothing to explain the name.
If anyone, especially anyone familiar with the area and
its history, can provide an explanation I would be
delighted..

Martha Warburton’s Sampler

It was Alice’s query which led to the discovery that
Martha’s great grandfather George was the son of my 6x
great grandfather’s nephew Aaron, as described in the
article above on George Warburton. She therefore
belongs to a recently discovered, and as yet
undocumented, branch of the Hale Barns clan,

Ashley and Notts DNA Notes
Background
There are three BigY-700 DNA results, one from the
Ashley and Morley Clan, one from the Nottinghamshire
Clan and one from the descendants of Samuel of
Western Australia, which match. There is am additional
Y37 result from the Nottinghamshire clan, and one
unmatched Y37 result from the Ashley and Morley Clan.
There is an objective to determine Samuel’s parentage/
ancestry.

Boundaries
Existing knowledge of the clan trees can provide
boundaries for dates derived using DNA to date common
ancestors.
The Nottinghamshire clan includes the descendants of
William Warburton who was born in Nottinghamshire in
1665. Even if it was William’s father John who migrated to
Nottinghamshire, a common ancestor with the Ashley
clan can be no later than William’s grandfather, and
therefore born not much after 1600. The BigY-700 result
(David), and the additional Y37 result (Adrian) share a
common ancestor in Joseph (1771-1856).
The Ashley and Morley clan comprises the
descendants of Josiah Warburton (died 1764) and Martha
Bradley. The only matching baptism of a Josiah was the
son of John baptised at Northenden in 1715, but because
of the association of the name Josiah with the
Presbyterian movement in Hale, Josiah’s baptism record
may be lost.

Martha Warburton’s Sampler
I have added a new Artefact to the Other Artefacts
gallery. The photo was sent to me by Alice Domenici. It is
of a sampler stitched by her 3x great grandmother Martha
Warburton in 1835, when she was aged 11 3/4.
Alice was keen that a photo of the sampler can be
preserved for posterity through the Guild of One-Name
Studies’ Legacy Website programme, though I hope my
site won’t become a Legacy site for a while yet.
The text on the sampler is a little worn but we believe it
reads as follows:
Martha Warburtons work April 12th 1835
What is your mind let no one know
Nor too (sic) your frend (sic) your secret show
For if your friend become your foe
Then many may your secret know
The leaves are green the rose is red
This work is seen when I am dead
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Josiah and Martha had one child baptised at Mobberley
in 1739, and six baptised at Bowdon from 1747 to 1756
when their abode was Ashley. In addition an infant
daughter was buried at Bowdon in 1745 indicating there
may be other baptisms, probably at Hale Chapel where
there are no existing records prior to 1752. Two probable
sons were also baptised in this period, based on age at
death, one also called Josiah.
The association of the name Josiah with the Hale
Presbyterian movement led to a belief that this clan was
linked to the Hale Barns clan which also sees the regular
use of the name Josiah, following my 6x great
grandfather Josiah, who was a leader in the movement.
DNA now disproves this link, but the name Josiah can still
be seen as a glue that links Ashley and Morley families.
The DNA result (Martin) is from a descendant of
Josiah’s son William. The family remained in the Morley/
Wilmslow area until the early 20th century, so are unlikely
have a direct link to Samuel of Western Australia.
Three of William’s brothers had children baptised at
Manchester Cathedral, and two of them married there.
They had 15 sons between them, baptised between 1772
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and 1804. I only have further information on one of them
so most of them are potential fathers for Samuel. If one is
the father, either in or out of wedlock, then Josiah, born
circa 1715, is the common ancestor for the Ashley
(Martin) and Western Australia (William) results.
The Ashley and Morley clan also has an unmatched
result amongst the descendants of Josiah, son of Josiah.
Josiah junior’s son William moved to Bolton, a link
supported by further uses of the name Josiah as well as
the presence of William’s family in the 1841 census, and
William’s age at death. This mismatch is either the result
of a non paternal event, or an error in the tree. Josiah
junior is only linked to Josiah senior based on his age,
common name, and that he was from Hale at the time of
his marriage.

Y-Tree Position
The 3 BigY-700 results fall within haplogroup R. The
most significant recent SNP is called R-DF27 which the
FTDNA Y-Tree places about 60 SNPs or 5,000 years ago
(3000BC). Another study suggests a date around
2200BC. It is to a significant extent associated with ProtoCeltic, Celtic and later Celtiberian movements. It arose
after the beginning of the European Bronze Age, and is
mostly prevalent in the population of the Pyrenees region.
Within haplogroup R, most people belong to the R1
clade. Within R1, there are two groups: R-M420, and RM343. R- M343 is thought to have arisen around 20,000
years ago. It is the most common haplogroup in Western
Europe, reaching over 80% of the population in Ireland,
the Scottish Highlands, western Wales, the Atlantic fringe
of France, the Basque country and Catalonia. It is also
common in Anatolia and around the Caucasus, in parts of
Russia and in Central and South Asia.
In Europe, R-M343 is very much dominated by RM269. This group alone makes up
over half the population in Western
Europe, and makes up over 80% of
some populations. Despite this, its
origins are still thought to have been
in western Asian populations, and it
came to dominate Europe as it
expanded throughout the continent.
The Yamna period (3500-2500
BCE) is the most important one in
the creation of Indo-European
culture and society. During the
Yamna period cattle and sheep
herders adopted wagons to transport
their food and tents, which allowed
them to move deeper into the
steppe, giving rise to a new mobile
lifestyle that would eventually lead to
the great Indo- European migrations.
This type of mass migration in which
whole tribes moved with the help of
wagons was still common in Gaul at
the time of Julius Caesar, and
among Germanic peoples in the late
Antiquity.
The date of this expansion into easternmost Europe
(Russia and the Ukraine) can probably be tied to the
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sudden growth in the number of branches below M269,
around 4000 BC. R-M269 is closely associated with the
diffusion of Indo-European languages, as attested by its
presence in all regions of the world where Indo-European
languages were spoken in ancient times, from the Atlantic
coast of Europe to the Indian subcontinent.
The Corded Ware culture (3200-1800 BCE) was a
natural northern and western expansion of the Yamna
culture, reaching as far west as Germany and as far north
as Sweden and Norway. The R-L51 subclade of R-M269
is thought to have arrived in Central Europe (Hungary,
Austria, Bohemia) around 2500 BCE, approximately two
millennia after the shift to the Neolithic lifestyle in these
regions. Agrarian towns had started to develop, and gold
and copper had begun to be mined, meaning the
prospects of a conquest were now far more appealing to
the Indo-European invaders.
Within R-L51 there are 2 significant branches, the
larger R-P312 branch and the smaller R-U106 branch.
The R-P312 branch is generally found more on
Europe’s Atlantic Coast, while the R-U106 branch is
generally found more in Europe’s heartland. This has led
to R-P312 being referred to synonymously with “Celtic”
peoples while R- U106 is “Germanic”. While there is
clearly some overlap between membership of these
SNPs and populations, both SNPs originate several
thousand years before these terms are relevant.
Whilst the two largest Warburton groups, the Cheshire
Group and the Lancashire Group fall within the R-U106
branch, the Ashley and Notts results fall into the R-P312
branch. Together the two groups are represented by
around half of western European men, with a third of a
billion diaspora worldwide, with two thirds of that number
in the R- P312 branch.

The R-DF27 subclade of R-P312 has an overwhelming
presence in the Iberian peninsula and in south-west
France.It is likely that R-DF27 arrived during the 1800 to
Page 14

The Button Files
1300 BCE period, and perhaps even earlier. The Atlantic
Bronze Age could correspond to the period when DF27
radiated more evenly around Iberia and ended up,
following Atlantic trade routes, all the way to the British
Isles, the Netherlands and Scandinavia. It is probable
that the ancestors of the Ashley and Notts group arrived
in the British Isles, prior to the Roman invasion, as part of
these migrations.

SNP Matches and Dating
The three BigY-700 results show a common ancestor
which is identified by the SNP FT162667. This is one of a
block of 5 SNPs shared by the three results, but not by
the next nearest match. The Ashley (Martin) and Western
Australia (William) results share a further 2 SNPs
(FT163961 and FT164274), and have an average of 3
private variants (unmatched SNPs). This average of 3 is
the average of 1 and 5 showing extreme variability in the
frequency of SNPs, and therefore in age calculations. I
suspect William’s large number of private variants might
be a consequence of Samuel being over 60 when his first
son was born.
The Notts result (David) has 6 private variants. The
nearest match to the three results is also from the UK,
and has 12 private variants. The next nearest after that is

at an average of about 20 SNPs ago, though the origin of
the result is unknown.
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The time to the most recent common ancestor is
calculated using an average of 83 years per SNP, and
counting back from 1950. The results will have a large
probability range:
•

For the common ancestor of William and Martin this
is 1950-(3*83) = 1701.

•

For the common ancestor of all three results this is
1950-(5.5*83) = 1494.

•

For the common ancestor of the nearest nonWarburton match this is 1950-(11.5*83) = 996AD.

The most likely cause of the introduction of R-DF27 into
the UK is the Celtic trading association with the Iberian
peninsular that existed before the Roman conquest of
Britain. These results are consistent with the arrival of the
shared R-DF27 branch in Britain in those times.

STR Dating
The following STR Dating Table shows the results of
calculation to determine the time to the most recent
common ancestor for all combinations of the four STR
results.
The calculation was done using the McGee TMRCA
(Time to Most Recent Common Ancestor) Calculator at

mymcgee.com/tools. I used the McDonald mutation rates
and calculated the number of generations for 16%, 50%,
and 84% probability (1 standard deviation range). Dates
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were then calculated using the formula 1950(generations*35).
The BigY-700 results also include an additional 600+
STR results. The genetic differences are very small:
Martin to William = 5 out of 638 bases they both tested,
William to David = 3 out of 626, David to Martin = 3 out of
624. Apart from confirming a close relationship, these to
not add any useful information.

Discussion
The results show that the Ashley and Morley clan, and
the Nottinghamshire clan share an early common
ancestor. As seen in Boundaries above, the presence of
Warburtons in Nottinghamshire in the 17th century means
the common ancestor cannot have been born much after
1600.

Finding such a person would be very hit and miss, and if
we knew he was a brother or first cousin, we would have
solved the problem anyway.
An alternative (and cheaper) approach would be to use
autosomal DNA. If William were to do the AncestryDNA
test, it is likely that should any descendant (male or
female) who was descended from a sibling, or cousin
(male or female) of Samuel’s, also take the test they
would probably show up as a match.

Next Issue
The material for the next issue will first appear as
Warburton Website posts, and will be collected into a
Newsletter when there is a sufficient amount of it.

The STR dating calculation for David and Martin has a
a date of 1525 (1350-1735). The common ancestor of
William and David should be the same but the calculation
results in a date of 1455 (1245-1630). Comparisons
between Adrian (Nottinghamshire) and William and Martin
give slightly later dates, and a wider range due to Adrian
only testing 37 markers.
The SNP calculation for the 3 BigY results gives a date
for their common ancestor of 1494. I’m not sure what the
error range should be.
However all the results are consistent with a common
ancestor born before 1600, and possibly a century or two
earlier. The results are also consistent with the Warburton
name being adopted in the Middle Ages, when surnames
were first widely adopted, though they don’t preclude it
being introduced by a non-paternal event in the first few
centuries following their adoption.
The STR calculation for David and Adrian is 1665
(1420-1840) compared with the known date of birth for
their common ancestor of 1771.
The STR dating calculation for Martin and William is
1700 (1560-1805) compared with the birth date of Josiah,
their probable common ancestor, of circa 1715. The date
from the SNP calculation is 1701. These results would
suggest the assumption that Josiah is the common
ancestor for William and Martin is correct, and William is
connected via one of the many grandsons of Josiah who
were baptised in Manchester, or whose family is known to
have moved to Manchester after their birth.

Outstanding Issues
The obvious outstanding issue is identifying the parents
of Samuel of Western Australia. There is no obvious
record that fits, and no confidence in the veracity of any
information provided by Samuel. Unfortunately these
grandsons have not been explored in detail, and it is not
easy to piece together families in the period when there
were no censuses or registrations, and parish records
could be very cryptic. The only one of the grandsons I
have details of was uncovered by accident when working
backwards to find his parents.
Additional Y-chromosome DNA testing would only be of
benefit if the person tested shared a more recent
common ancestor with Samuel. Therefore he would have
to be descended from Samuel’s brother or first cousin.
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